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N the publication. of Peace in. 
| 4 a "nb of Friends were 
collected together an evening after, and a 
Speech delivered on the Occaſion; tjge 
Subſtance: of which is the Foundatickcn 
of the preſent Diſcourſe : When the im- © Þþ 
| portance of underſtanding the evidence: 4 
of the Truth of the Gospel. which pub 4 
liſhes Peace with GOD, through TE... 
SUSCHRIST, in order to fariaf) dif- 
treſſed, perplexed minds, and for the con- - — 
. folation of Believers, gave occaſion brief. 
h to go over theſe Evidences, as they ap- 8 | 
| pearin the Law of Moſes, the Propbet and a 
| the P/alms, in the birth, life, death and E 5 = 
reſurrection of FESUS CHRIST: -.A 
| Tn the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles: In the. 2 Es = 
Miracles wrought by the power of the 2. 
 HOLYGHO 8 757 i in Donfiruintioh of” - „ 
their Teſtimony : The difference be: 
| tween: thoſe Miracles and the deceiv-" - 2-5 
| able bs rape of Kntichriſt : A The evi. 
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ſumption of Antichriſt, and thatfarifing 
Fon — e of the Jews, according to 
what 7 US CARIS 
belt a Deel to the 
. "hats things beg eulen 
courſe of reading the Bible, as hiſtor ĩes 0 

the events that took place, and not as evi- 


the evidences. of the Thutt Joſpel, 
which ie% 1 apprehend, the Goürcefr of 
: muck. of, our! daikneſs and perplexity. 


thoſe things in Scripture Language, in 
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Saks e from the riſe, 1 reign, a+ con- 


laid cogęerning 
Prop Bets ant Apo. 


dentes of the tiuth teſtified of ES US 
CHRIST, for which they were deſigned; 
and ſo our minds remain at a loſs about 


of the 


HE 0 EIN. "Than endeavoured tc ta. keep 
cloſe, to the , Scriptures, and to ſpeak of 


words that the HO LY GHOST teach- 


eth, comparing Scripture, with Scripture. 
If any ſhould take it up that have only a 2 
taſte * the words which man's wiſdom ; 
- teacheth, they need not look over but 

a very little to Tee that it will get 
them, and ſo lay it aſide: While 
1 a wiſh e to ſearch the Scriptures, 


* ſuit 
ſuch 


to ſee if theſe, things are ſo, may be aſ-, 


4 * 2 W. 95 . 7 Wy «xt 1 . 91 . 2 yo , _ * I Ga" hl Ag : 
ogy 1 5 3 N 22 * ge arte * — — * 
E I n E A 1 E. 2 
THz T CALL, 


may tend to lead their minds to theleri- 
dences therein contained. When I had 


; gone through the conſideration of the 


evidences above - mentioned, the impor- 
tance of the truth thus evidenced, being. 
kept in memory, ſtruck my mind, which 
occaſioned the conſideratiou of many 


paſſages to the, end, which while Ie | 


conſidering th e ordinance of theL0 RD's. 


3 Supper; or, the breaking of: hread 1 in re- 


membrance of him, came to mind; and 
though had noi previous deſign of con- 
3 that a youu! Warpe for 


iger the — and as. on "he 2 


tdtaditions of men as I was able: Having 4 
2 gone through in as brief and plain a man- 


ner as I am capahle of, I now devote it 
to the honour and glory of our LORD Z 


2 KEBEEMHE E. and to the benefit and 


comfort of that part of his purchaſed in- . 
heritance i into ee hands it t may come, F 
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10 the importance of it 
to out rejoĩeing with: full ſatisfaction in go 
news; theſe to things - are neceſſary. . PF 42 56 


= Finsr. That we are folly ſuites of. he! 
| evidence: of ita truth. 24 4 | 


brgonpt v. That we andertnd the pr a : 
of the good thorein contained. pool 
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"Tue good ridings of Peace e no eee * 2 


plate with joy, come to us with' the fulleſtievi-* 


. _ Jehce of theis truch that enn baxtefired; 18 ub 
leave no room for the leaſt doubt ot heſitation % 


It is only requiſite for the fulneſs of our joy, that 
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we underſtand the greatneſs of this niercy 38 i 
otter to which it would be nerdful to er Fo 
, what we are hereby: delivered from; and 


A what we-ace berevg put eee a& 
Pr Aer is 10 comprehenſive it opens 4 kirge” 


Feld, which enteri into life and all the eojgys:;! Z 


ments of it in the preſent world; Which will be 
beſt underſtood, in its various branches, 


1 vhaſe lot it is 10 A in them.” | 3 4 
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tte 11 e 
rer be ugs of peber REAR extent ibi. 
| "tory; the ftecdom of fiſhety, the tranquil en oy. ö 
ment of extended etmmerde, and the opening the . '® 
various means of livelihood"is' ſo extenſive that 
-T-can only hint: at them und leave them for 


- *thoug htful: corte plation, and paſs to mention 
5 hate few'of thoſe bleſſings that ate ſenſibly! feilt 
"by Individuals, as FRE phage! | affect them. . IF 
„ 25 
ter thombo; hs 0% been. dtiven fig Wel 


habitation ns means of livelihood in the war, 
aſay withi- gratitude . how-; great: is. the hleffing 
nee that reſtores them ag. 


Au p ſuch as Have hid their moſt deſrable 
ee ' father, ſon, brother, or friend äs their 
own Toul' captivated: and impriſoned” from year - "| 
. to year, fay hd great is the blefling of peace 

.that enlarges, libecates and returns them. 


| * ei i zm UE A <*... 
N Ys A, may got even. thoſe. with whom we Rest- Wo . 4 
is Hmpatbize, who: have in various ways, by 7 
; mans of the late diſtreſſing, war, been called to' 
„ port with their, neareſt; and moſt deſirable con- 1 
| Hexions, fag of mercy as well as judgment, and 
5 Join i in rejoicing and thankſgiving that the ſword; | IF 
s ſheathed and theſe deſolations one to an nd. 
Ap ſuch as have felt the diſtreſs of being de-. 
*fivered into the hands of lawleſs and Globe ent. : 
wicked and unreaſonable:men, expreſs'how great 
is the bleſſing of; peace that reſtotes ond. 5 
ment, courts-0 pot julties, xh e Fxeeution. of whole- | 
fon for the puniſhment of exif i] ports, W 
lor the praiſe of them that do well, that we. may _—_ 
. fit under our own vine and und e 
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tze greateſt, if not the greateſt, of. I temporal 5 
bbbleſſings without it n outward. Scivilege, no 

nor life itſelf can be enjbyed with any-ſoquritzas 
Ilmerefore the reſtgration. of government. 4s. one 

of the greateſt. grounds of rejoiciag,z;,it,is.uni- 
verſally fo, far even thoſe who ſeek. to; Jeapthe 
' bounds of civil government themſelves, yet g-e- 
Joice that the law is open, to which they oh | 
have recourſe when N Wee e 
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2th Avis orient ud e itſelf to-Every | 

| enes_confcience, he that I th myſt receive to 
himſelf ſe}f-condemaath on in 5 of 1 9 
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EF thi is ſabjeck. to which every one e that calls JESUS 
: LORD would do well to take heed ; anda little 
attention to the connexion the Apoſtles! ethor- 
tation ſtands in, to the grace of the Goſpel, tho 
grace that brings ſalvation to all men, will ſhew 
the indiſputable, indiſpenſable obligations of 
CHRIS 'T's 's Diſciples hereunto z ſo that Civil 
Government cannot be knowingly. refiſted by 
.them without reſiſting an ordinance of GO D, 
without {lighting the authority of 7ESUS 
CHRIST, and reſiſting the obligations that his 
grace lays on them, and conſequently receiving 
to themſelves ſelf-condemnation. '1 might add, 
the Apoſtle ſums up the whole law, which is the 
care of the Civil Magiſtrate, in love, as in Rom. 
xiii. from the beginning to verſe roth, which 
Whole chapter as it treats on the ſubject ſou grea- 
ble to our duty, and iatereſting to our happineſs, 
"26D rofefſed Chriſtians and as « people, we ſhould - 
do all to learn by heart, that is, heartily en does. |} 
. your to live in the practice of, as if it were * „ 
ten on the fleſhly tables of our hearts He char F 
; aveth hath fulfiiled the law: Love worketh no ill to 
. bis neighbour z therefore love is the ſugilling of the. 
Daw; : e is the inſeparable og, e of joy. 


F Be 


Dor u. 
De News. of PNA with 00 b. 
6 HILE-1 am ſpeaking of the ground of 4 


9 
4. 


3p rejoicing. in the glad tidings of. peace, 
. peace, or peace from war, or peace 
among men, as 1 . 1 is thors-npt 
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* "66 LORD; a Saviour appointed agd wnpigt- 
ed to this office ; who is alſo the LORD, Vaying 
all power in Heayen and earth 3 able to accom- | 

_ "plifhhe: ſalvation of all people. He was born a 

© S$AviouR, Galations iv. 4. The fulneſs of time 
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am anxious ſpot. in the mind that 1s not yet 
reached an objection to fulneſs of joy after 
this manner ? Theſe. things are bounded by 
e ee eee, ene 

time which is ſwiftly paſſing, but there is 2 
long eternity before me, and m concern is whe- 
tber in peace is made, with GO. 


I sx there be any news about that matter which 
would make it certain, then I could rejoice.” Is 
there any ? Ves, and it is publiſhed by an Angel, 
Tutte. ii. 9 to 14 It is good tidings of great joy, 
xobich ſhall be to all people ; for unto vod is born 
in the city of David, a SAY TOUR which'is 
CHRIS Ty the LORD; on which a multi- 


tude of the heavenly hoſt appearing praiſing and 
laying, glory to G0 ) in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace 3 good will towards men 3 unto you 4 
To who ? To the Shepherds' excluſive%of”all 


others 7 No, unto you men in diſtinctich fröm 


Angels ; it hall be 79,27! pech. On carth peice, 
Soc will towards men: Not a cofner of the 


1 


_ -eatth, nor any of the inhabirants-Gnally excluded. 
from it. If I am on earth, 0 matter what Part 
of it, there is peace there. If I be of the rate 

of men there is good w 


od will to them. This is a 


Py 
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te 


contained in it, unto you ; 20 all people,? i: born i 


the city of David, the place whence the Scrip» 
ture ſ ith that CHRIST ſhould come, Jab vii. 


42, Micah v. 2. A Saviour whith ir CHRIST 


was 


- 


--_ «>. ww tos | 


5 


Ez 


=. WT 0 Is TO Ks ID. DO DNV ow 


r *» ws JW: 
8 
1. * 
+ * 


ä [ IS: : 


" Was: come, G 0 ſent 1 his Som, made of 2 


woman, made under the law, to redeem them 


that were under the law. that we might receive 


the adoption. of ſons. . N 


Hs lived a Saviovs, ad wode it manifeſt by 
forgteing bf by healing diſeaſes. by teſtifying <4 
came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to fave them, 
that the dae through bim might be ſayed. 


Hs faves by his holy life, in which the law i is 

perfectly obeyed,” even to that precept, Matt. v. 
48. Be ye perfect ab your: Father in Heaven. is 
perfect i This 7E SUS ſpake under the law 


while that diſpenſation laſted, and it muſt be to 


lead to himſelf, where alone it could have its ful- 


filment; and every ſon and daughter of Adam 
muſt deſpair of Ataining any other way than as 


they are compleat in him in whom the ae 


will was done on earth as it is in Heaven: . 


Ad ain, he faves by his death, by ty, 
the penalty of the law for the fins of the people. 
1 Cor. xv. 3. CHRIST died for our fins accords © 


ing to the Scriptures ; and the Apoſtle ſays, We = > þ 
thus judge, if one died for all that all diode ob ; 
being comprebended in the one, the Head of eve- 
ry man for whom he taſted. death: And thus 
we are faid to be reconciled to 60D 5 the 


death of his Son. 3 
Ac Ain, he faves by bie Eg; as ; that 


fect ſatisfaction thereby made to law and juſtice z 
fo that he could not be holden of death, as he 
is declared, LO hg pea _—_ Sou: of 


' wit; 44 i 8 S 2 * 43 15 52. 1 Cap 
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evidences the truth of his character and the per:; 
fection of his work and ſacrifice, and of the per- 
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12 


N G OD with power according to the ff Iirit of ho- 
8 lineſs, br. he, reſurrection from the dead, he be 


ing our Head, The Scriptute faith; he ir6ſe again 
for our juſtification. 80 the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards G0 D 
by the reſurrection of JESUS CHRIST ; li is 
60 D that juſtifieth, who is he that condeme 
neth ? I[t is CHRIST that died,- 7 rather 
that is riſen again from the dead. 


Fuxruxx, he ſaves by his exaltation and i in- 
terceſſion, who is at the: right-hand of 60 D. 
who alſo maketh interceſſion for us: He is able 
to ſave to the utmoſt them that come to GOD 
by him, ſeeing, he ever lives to make interceftion 
for them; and to them that look for him he will 
_ appear the ſecond time without fin unto ſalvation. 
He told his Diſciples [: go to prepare a place for 
vou, I will come again and receive you io. ut. 
that where | am ye may be alſo. | 


Tus is a brief account of our . K being u made 


5 


3 : with GOD, for he is our peace, and he hath 


made peace by the blood of his croſs, Now 
the truth of this news depends on the true cha- 
rater of FESUS CHRIST. If he be the 
CHRIST, the Son of G O D, the news is all. 


true, the ſalvation is accompliſhed. _ 


| CHARTER. 1 
| The igen of ' the Truth of 515 News, 


from the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 


"(HE inquiry then is, Where is the evidence 0 
0 the truth of this good news ? The * 
| ce 


OT Er 


>>  _ WV V>? 


ſe we ris i the MA . JL. the book which 
is written of him, Which would carty us back to 
the firſt-promilg'of the ſeed of the woman that 
ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head. To the pro- 
miſe to Abrabam, Gen. xxii. 18% And in thy * 


mall all the families of the earth he bleſſed. 


would lead us to his way, which the r 
| ſays was made known to Moſes, his way of ſhew- 
ing metcy': This was made known to him in 
Exodus xxxiv. 6. Mo/es had prayed in the pre- 


ceeding chapter, verſe 13. Shew me now thy way 


that 1 may know thee, that I may find grace in 
thy ſight. Verſe 18th. And he ſaid, ] beſeech 
_ thee ſhew! me thy glory. The anſwer. is, verſe 5 
19. will make all my goodneſs paſs before thee, 

In chap; xxxiv. 5. "The LOR Ddeſcended in a 


cloud and ſtood with him there and proclaimed 
the nameof the LORD. Verſe 6. And the 


LORD paſſed by before him and proclaimed 
the LORD, the LORD G0 D merciful and 
gracious,” long ſuffering and abundant in good- 
| neſs ar«' truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
giving iniquity and tranſgreſſion and fin; and that 
will by no means clear. How is this name of 
the LORD to be made manifeſt ? How is ini- 
quity, tranſgreſſion and fin to be forgiven conſiſ- 


tent with juſtice, but with reſpect to the ſurety in 


which juſtice is ſatisfied, who was by no means 


. until all the divine attributes harmoniz- 


ed in him, he having paid the utmoſt % 1 
He ſpared not his own Son, but gave him up for 


us all. We cannot. poſſibly conceive, of peace 
"ond forgiveneſs, of iniquity, tranſgreſſion and 
bin, and the guilty tranſgrefſors not cleared. 

The words the, guilty are e as.. we * 
by the different 2 Ir 


„ 
Ir is added, Viſiting the iniguities of 

„ 5 . Rn , T 8 to & 
chers upon the third apd, fourth, 


UnDEeR" th e former: di ſpenſation there was 4 4 
remembtande of ſin every year zo the prieſthood 
„ Sk 2 2 | ; | 
and ſacrifice eouldenot tak eit away; The chile. 
dren of I acl are aſked what they mean by u ling: 
. this provefb, The fathers have eaten ſout grapes 

and the childrens' teeth are ſet on edge? Exetial 
 xviti. 2, 80 Feremiab xxxi. a9. In thoſe days 


they mall ſay no more the fathers have eaten. „ 


four grapes and the childrens“ teeth are ſet on 
edge; but ebety one ſhall die for his o.]n 


quity. Muſt not this have its fulfilment in him 
who when he was lifted up from the carth, drew: 
all men unte hitm und taſted death! für every = 
man, and dying for all, all died. Is not this 
thought ſtreugthened by comparing verſe 34 
For Iwill forgive theic iĩniquity, and I will re- 
member their fin no more; which refers. to tb 
one ſacrifſee of I ES UAS CHRIS T, in Which 
there is temiſſion and no more ſacrificeifor ſin, 3 
in Hebrews x. 17, 18. And thus only haue we a 
conſiſtent view of every man dying for his own 
iniquity, and the forgiveneſs of iniquity; and the 
VV 
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brought in the goſpel diſpenſation. "Which 
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cbt 591 tics Was eee Mo- 
fs, as it vA ah in the paſſover inſtitution, Ex- 
odus xi. In whfch the unblemiſhed LAM was a 
type of JBS'US the Laps: without blemiſh and 

OA 1 the TAME A of G OD that taketh 


186 ec unto i in paſſing” over 
e child 9 in verſes 14, 2 And when 
£ Rene 2 40 will, p aſs over you, 4 when be 
feeth the blood he will Fry 5 over the ddt, aud not 
ſuffer the deſtroyer t to come in unto your houſes 
to ſmite ; leading us to the price of our redemp- 

. tion, e precious blood of CHRIST as a LAMB 
4 without blemiſh and without 5 ot, in Which we 


have the fulfilment, of this "word of G O' 


. N 


Tuts was alſo ſhewn to Moſes in the — 
Apen that typified the lifting up the Soy; of 
Mau, chat whoſoever believeth on him might 
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eee Was in it's own nature tranſitery, . 
only pointing to this, and muſt fade as a leaf 
When its antitype is made N and 8 | 
laing "righteouſn neſs brought in. „ 9 85 "4 


way 


85 Aub to ſeal up the viſion and the prophecy, 
and, to anoint the Mosr Hor v. 3 


Tus ſealing g uz the viſion and the etepbeey; 

Fa lend to ah. contemplation of it, as when aux 

: Writing is to be ſealed; care is taken that it . | 
5 compleatly Hniſhed. This viſion and e 2 
Fey, oe What was revealed to and delivered 
by the Prophets, had it's co npletion in the 5 1 
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To whom. all the Prophets gave hal. 
anc *who is brought: in by the Prophet Hoſea, ch. : 
5 iii. 9, ſaying, O J/rae/, thou haſt deſtroyed th 
85 > = but in me is thy help. V. 14. L will ranſom. | 
Th thee. from the power of the grave 3. 1 will re- 
8 deem thee from death. And ch. xiy. A. 1 Will 
bes their backſlidipgs; 1 will love them freely; 
for my anger is turned away from him. This is 
good news, glad tidings of great joy; of which 8 
bs ei alſo ſpeaks, ch. iii. 24. For I. will cleanſe their 
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het, or the Ten Tribes," oy Me utter e 
tion, a8 4 Kingdom, he propheſyeth: Vet he 
tells us, ch. ix. v. 11. In that day, or as the 
Apoſtle expteſſes it, after this will I. return and. 
© raiſe up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and 
|  _ cloſe up the breaches thereof, that they may poſ- 
ſeſs the remnant of Edom, and of ALL the Hea- 
then that ate called by my Name, ſaith the Lond. 


All THE HzAT HEN ate called by my N. me. 
Feu and bleſſed be his Name, with Amen, ec. 
choing from the utmoſt ends of the eartb: In 
__ CHRIST JBSVUS is this prophecy fulfilled; 
his tabernacle of David raiſcd up; that as Tame: 
expreſſes it, the teſidue of men might ſeek the 
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all gave witneſs, as ſo many undeniable eviden- 
cCeec—s of the truth of the | dews of Salvation by 
JESUS CHRIST. The Rxhortationin'Z/a*; = 
| xli.' 27, may be here introduced Behold, de- 
hbhuld them, and 1 will give unto YJera/alem Ons + 
that bringeth good tidings ; even tidings 
great joy, which ſhall be to ad People. "If wo paſs. 
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but i in ic HRIST JESUS: "The many prayers 
that are made in the various P/alms where up- 
e and love to the divine precepts; teſtimo- 
nies; commandments, &c. are pleaded as the 
ground of being heard; belong to none but J E- 
S Us, who ever did che things that pleaſed the 
FATHER; and are the prayers, ſupplication; - | 
ſtrong crying, with tears to him that was able 
to ſave him from death, that he offered in the . : 
days of his fleſh, and was heard for his piety ; 

_ that theſe were his prayers, we have a „ 
in his uttering the iſt v. of the xxiid P/alm on 

_ theieroſs ; the other part of the Pſaum was s 
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2 of the Mess iA, as that though it was nor 
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that hat event was foretold : They faid its him, 
in Bethlehem, of Judab, and WAN: the e 
cy of Micah juſt mentioned. . 


Poor deceived, ie 5 e i 


ſing FESUS CHRIST to be a temporal Prince, 


feared himſelf in danger, (alaſe, in danger 


from the Savioux, from him who came not to 


deſtroy mens' lives but to ſave them) and ſought © 
che young Child's life, which occaſioned the be- 


ing ſent to Egypt for the fulfilment'of the pro- 
phecy ; out of Rg Have I called: my Son. 1 5 


op his return from Egyyt. Joſeph was afraid f 


King. Artbelns who reighed iu the room of his- 


Father Kidapedid.net return to. Fudaas but 
turpedt uſtda, inte the patts. of Gailier, and came 


an? d tvina'city called Naareeb, that it might: 


bötpiftked. that was ſpoken of bythe Prophets, 


hoe hall Be called a Nazareen: As the Prophets in 
the plural number are here ſpoken of, 2 Ihave 25 
not been able to turn to ox ove them, in which - 
this is particularly expreſſed, it has exerciſed my 


mind in ey of inquiry, and that which appears 
moſt likely, is, that it was what was ade! 
ning JES US, in other 


- Now! when 1 conſider that the Holineſs of 1 


Nuaxarites under the law Was only typical, and ny 4 ja 4 
could not make the Nazarites perfect, as ertain= : 
ing to the conſcience, but the 
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called a Nazareen. In him alone can I viewtnat 
inimitably grand, majeſtick deſeription of. her 
| Nazarites we have in Lam. iv. 75 : Her Nuza- : 
rites: were purer than ſaow ; they were whiter 


than milk; they were more ruddy in body-than 
| ths 


rubies; their poliſhing of ſapphire. This was 


| what their holineſs, all the days of their ſeperatio 
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pointed to, which dwelt in perfection in JE 


was a type of him, a Nazarite from the womb, 


as the Angel told Manoab's wife, Judges xiii. 5. 
She added, when ſhe told her huſband 1 in v. 7, 
till the day of Bis death 3 but this dn ught not be 
ho perfection was to be found i in the typical Ne- | 
1 "Zarites, that was reſeryec 


bat we are told no Scripture is ſo, therefore. they 


 terp etation of them : 


2 this character the purer than ſhow, the whiter 
than milk, the more ruddy than rubies, whoſe 


IG _ poliſhing is of ſapphire, the Nagarite indeed, in 
| __ - whom is no blemiſh ; this is the moſt ſatisfying | 
| view I can at preſent. take of that paſſage, 


VE That it might be fulfilled that Was ſpoken of 


_ by Pe 1 he ſhalt be called A e. 
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d to the Antitype. „ 

Now. eonſidCring theſe things, if what is ſaid 

LEN of the Nazarites referred: only. to themſelves, thoſe. 
1 ſeriptures would be of private. interpretation; 


the Hor Y Ons, When we conſider Sampſon «tia 0 


muſt point to IE SU 85 who is the publick in- 
o What is ſpoken bf them 
is fulfilled in his being calleck a Nagarern ern, and a8 
the Nazarites holineſs pointed to his ork 
uneſs, ſo the multitude of texts where he is ſpo- 
ken of as the HoLy: One. all, point to bim. In 
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evidences of. the truth under conſiderati- 
The Pſalmiſt,--ia"the ciiid: Plalm,: bleſſeth 
6 = LOR D, who, forgiveth all thy iniquities, 
Who healeth all thy diſeaſes. That JESUS is 
the LORD is evidenced in bis pronouncing to 
the ſick of the palſy, Son be of gocd cheer thy 
ins be forgiven thee. To prove himſelf the 
LORD that forgave iniquity, he healed the man 
with his word; as we ſee Matt. ix. begining, 
Mart ii. 4, Luke v. 18. When the Diſciples of 
Jobn were ſent to inquire, if he were the true 
. Messran, in the ſame hour he cured many of 
| infirmities, of plagues, and of evil ſpirits ; and 


to many that were blind he gave ſight, and gave 


them this as an anſwer to Jobn, The blind ſee, 
. the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf 
beat, the dead are raiſed, to the poor the Goſ- 
pel is preached, as if he had ſaid, Tell John the 
things you hear and ſee, and let him compare 
them with the propheſies of the Old-Teſta- 
ment concerning the MessrAu, and collec the | 
anſwer - to his inquiry. | 


Tur BLIND 8EE'; Palin e g. The | 
LORD openeth the eyes of the blind, Laiab 
xxix. 18. And the eyes of the blind all ſee out 
of obſcurity and out of darkneſs. 1/2. xlii. 6, 7. 
And Iwill keep thee and give thee for a co- 
:venant. of the people, to open the blind eyes; 

IA. xxxv. 5. Then the eyes of the blind ſhall be 

* opened. Ja: xlii. 16. And I will bring the 
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make darkneſs light before them, and crooked 
things ſtraight; Theſe things will I do unto them, 
and not forſake them. Thus the many that were 


blind, to whom he gave fight while John's Meſ- 


ſengers tarried, appeared as ſo many evidences of 
his being the true Mess1an, propheſied of by 


the Praphets3 So do the two blind men whole 


Ut N 


eyes were opened, recorded in Matt. ix. from the 


25th v. and the blind man that was reſtored 
and ſaw every man clearly, Mar viii. from 23d 
to 2 5th v. With blind Bartimeus the beggar, 
who received his fight and followed JE SUS in 
the way, Mark x, ftom. 46 to 5a; and the other 


| beggar man, who was blind from his birth, of 


purpoſe that the works of GOD might be made 
manifeſt in him, that he ſhould be an eyidence of - 
the truth of the character of JESUS CHRIST, 


as a means made uſe of to bring others tobelieve in 
him; for this is the work of GOD, that ye believe 


on him whom he'hath fent. If we conſider . 
theſe as not only reſtored to their bodily ſight, . 
but having the light, of the knowledge of the 


glory of GOD, in the face of JESUS CHRIST, 


worſhiping him, calling him LORD, following 


nim in the way, the evidence will increaſe upon 


us ; and we ſhall ſee the following character ,. | 
exemplified ſpititually as well as tt Tally, 


THE LAME WALK.' Thoſe ignorant and ca- 


pacitated to go one ſtep of the way, having re- 


_ ceived ſight, follow JESUS in the way, as well 


as thoſe literally lame, who when we ſee them 


coming to JESUS in the temple, and being 
| e . . Le ES { «I 1 4 0 5 © 
brought to him in other places, aad healed 
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him; are we not conſtrained to join with the 
multitude in Matt. xv. 31, who wondered when. 
they ſaw the dumb ſpeak, the maimed to be 
vrhole, the lame to walk, and the blind to ſee * 
And they glorified the GOD of Frag. And do. 


we not fee, Haiab xxxv. 6. Then ſhall the 


lame leap as an hart, fulfilled. in JESUS. 
_ cauſing the lame. to walk ? See the man lame 
from his mother's womb, leaping and walking 
and praifing GOD, Acts iii. 8. : 

Tk LEPERS ARE CLEANSED, —Under the 
law there were directions to the Prieſt to diſco- 
ver the leproſy, and put the leper out of the 
camp, and fliut him up, &c. but no means di- 
rected to for the healing of it, that wu the | 
work of G OD. 

Evex when King Uzziab was \{initten with, 
leproſy, he continued ſo to the day of his death, 
and dwelt in a ſeveral houſe ; the wealth of 
his kingdom could not procure him healing or 
jalargement. 

Warn the King of Syria ſent to the king of 
Hrael to Tecover Naaman of his leproſy, no won- 
der that the King of I/ae/ was ſo firuck as to 
rend his cloaths and ſay, Am I x GOD, to kill 
and make alive That this man dothſend to 
me to ggeover a man of his leproſy. - 


Bor ehold;} hen JESUS came down from 

the mountain, act fone the multitude that follow- 
ed him, there chm a leper and worſhipped him, 
ſaying, LORD, if thou Wilt, thou canſt make me 
cleanz and JESUS put forth his hand and touch= . 
ed him, and ſaid I WII , be thou clean, and i im- 
mediately his 9 was cleanſed. Mp ons 

on. 
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1 2 1 
done * the law PSIG 1A 0 JES. U 8 ; 
' faith to him, ſee thou tell no man, but go thy 
way, ſhew thyſelf to the Prieſt and offer the gift 
that. Maſet commanded for a teſtimony unto them, 
Though the Prieſt could do nothing towards 
cleanſing the leper, yet he was directed when to 
pronounce him clean; and when he was obliged 
to pronounce one clean that JESUS had healed 
dy his word, it was an evidence unto them of this 
Wark: that JESUS was the CHRIST, the true 
Messtak. Even Naaman the Syrian when heal- 
ed of his leproſy, acknowledges the GOD of Iſrael 
to be the one only living and true GOD, 2 Kings, 

v. 15. Behold, now l know that there is no GD 
in all the earth but in Jrael: So then when Ja- 
sus ſaid to the leper with immediate ſucceſs, 1 
will, be thou clean, i it was a teſtimony unto them, 
that the GOD that could kill and make alive. 
and recover a man of his leproſy, was manifeſt in 

the fleſh, in JESUS of Nazareth, that JESUS 
was the true Mess1An, he that ſhould come 
and John would knew when the lepers were 

cleanſed ; he need not look for another 3 eſpeci- 
ally when he underſtood him to heal with a word, 
- without heſitation: Even when ten of them join- 


ed their voices in JE $US, Maſter have mercy 


on us, he only ſays, Go ſhew Welch 
Prieſt ; and as they Bang 7 were cl Ba. 


Tux dear BEAR, The Erd het Tajah lays, 
chap. xxix. 18. In that day ſhall the deaf hear 
the words of the book ; and XXxv. 5. The ears 
of the deaf ſhall be unſtop ped. In Mart vii. from 
32 to 7. A U 8 mane, pine the true 
Mrss An. 


* f 


: * 


to the 
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ahh by healing the deaf and dumb, ta 
the aſtoniſhment of beholders, who acknow- 
ledge he hath done all. things well : He mak- 


- the deaf to hear and the dumb to ſpeak. 


Tur DEAD- ARE RAISED UP. JESUS raiſ- 
ng the Widow's Son from the dead, Luke vii. 
12, cauſed the much people that were preſent at 
the young man's funeral to glorify GOD, and 
gave occaſion to John to ſend his diſciples to him: 
He likewiſe manifeſted himſelf in calling Laza- 


rus out of his grave, on Wen many of the . 
8 on him. 


And TO THE POOR THE . 18  PREACH= 
1 This paſſage contains ample matter to 
fill the mind with admiration, at the exceeding 
riches of divine grace contained therein. Often- 


times poverty of ſpitit is looked upon as a quali- 


fication, or good diſpoſition wrought in or at- 


*tained by religious people, as that Which diſtin- | 


_ guiſhes them as objects of the divine favour, to 
the cxcluſion of the deſtitute and worthleſs 
among the children of men; and there is nothing 


more natural to us than to admire ourſelves for 


ſome ſuch Tappoſed attainment, to the deſpiſing. 
of others. When JESUS brought this paſ- 
' ſage to the view of his hearers, in the 4th of Luke, 


where it is written, the ſpirit of the LORD is 


upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me 70 preach - 
the Goſpel to the poor, &c. and ſaid unto them, this. 
day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears: They 
all bear him witneſs, and wondered at the graci- 
ous words which proceeded out of his mouth; 


57 e it had a particular direc- 


tion 
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tion to them, as thus qualified, as well as + that 
they had a claim upon him as their Countryman, 
he ſhewed them from the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, that the Widows of J/-ae/ were paſ- 
ſed by, and Elias ſent to Serepta of Sidan, to a de- 
PE C Gentile, a woman that was a ae ow 


114 


aßen of pK LAS: tha deſtitute. 4 95 55 


To the poor the Goſpel i 15 preached. What do we | 
| underſtand 1 N ? Me is Hoe DOE KD | 
tidiogs. ö a 


5 Tun poverty, diſtreſs and re of man- 
; _ Kind is about acceptance wich G O D, and it is 
natural to us all to look for ĩt in a way of eſtabliſh» 
ing our own righteouſneſs, which is ever ac- 
companied | with diſtreſs and perplexity, as in- 
adequate to ſatisfy juſtice, or give peace of con- 
ſeience; and the diſtreſſing inquiry, What lack I 
yet? dwells upon the miad that is conſcious of 
Inability. of doing any thing that can ſatisfy juſ- 
tice, or atone for paſt tranſgreſſions: But the 
Gaſpel brings glad tidings of peace by JESUS 
, CHI IST, the MeEpiaToR of GOD and man, 
| the end of the law for righteouſneſs; in whom” 
alone we are made accepted: His righteouſneſs 
5 being perfect and the ſole ground of acceptance, 
no one can ever look for acceptance by virtue of 
any other righteouſneſs, without ſinking diſap- 
pointment, be his character ever ſo fair in tha 
5 Ra of men, or la his own apprehenfions. * ES 


I. Ek... 


- NerTnrr can any one ever fo vile look fot 
acceptance ſolely from this quarter and be diſap- 
pointed, 1/arab xxviii. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 6. He that 
believeth ſhall not make haſte : He that believeth 
on him ſhall not be confounded : Shame and con- 
fuſion belongs to thoſe who make lies their te- 
fuge, and hide themſelves uhder falſhood :' For 
the hail ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lies, and. | 
the waters ſhall overflow the” hiding-place 4 
which muſt bring on haſte and confuſion of mind | 
when the refuge and hiding- place fails, which 
thoſe who believe the Goſpel report ſhall not 
be ſubject to; for, Rom. ix. 33. Whoſoever 
believeth on him ſhall not be aſhamed. © * 
Tus Goſpel brings the ſure and everlaſting 
foundation to view, in the perfect character and 
_ finiſhed work of JESUS CHRIST. Tis good 
news, glad tidings to the deſtitute children of 
men : Let John judge if it can come from an 
but the true MxssiAk, be that ſhould come, &c. 
To the inquiry, why. Jobn, who before this 
bare witneſs of him, ſhould now ſend to aſk. 
this queſtion, whether for the confirmation of 
kis own faith, or the ſatisfaction of his Diſciples,. 
it may be ſaid, it appears likely he might have 
himſelf and them both in view; for both theß 
and he might be ſtumbled. to ſee that he was,  - 
left confined in priſon, while FESUS, to whom 
he bare teitimony as the true Mess1an, did not 
relieve him; 7 E SUS lets him know he Was 
about the work the MESsSIAH was to do, and the 
bleſſedneſs he was to look for was not a tempo- 
ral deliverance from his conflacment, but in 


\ 


not being offended in him, 
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As Yobn's teſtimony hath badly mentioned, it 
may be needful to attend to it as an evidence of 
the truth before us; for as the Prophet prophe- 
ſied of Jobn as the forerunner of the true Mxs- 
SIAH, (as the voice of him that crieth in the wil- 
derneſs, prepare ye the way of the LORD, make 
Kraight in the deſert a high-way for our GOD + 
Every valley ſhall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill ſhalt. be made low, and the crooked 
ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough places plain 
and the glory of the LORD ſhalt be revealed, 
and all fleſh ſhall ſee together, for the mouth of 
the LORD hath ſpoken, Laiab xl; 4, 1 5. Be- 
hold I will ſend you Ellas the Prophet before the 


coming of the great and dreadful day of the 


LORD, -Malachi iv. 5.) This event muſt take 
place: So the Diſciples when they had a view 
of his glory on the mount of transfiguration, and 
heard the voice; this is. my beloved Son in whom 
I arti well pleaſed, aſked. 755 queſtion, Why ſay 


the ſctibes that Elias Wau Grlt come . ith 6 7 i 
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. Ettas, in Luke i. 17. Ant he, i i. e. Jobn, ſhall go, 
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GOD,-1 nu a 41 to 29. 
comes in the ſame ſpirie.1 10. turn 
to the wiſdom of the juſt, and 
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while it brought ow mountains and hills, it 
exalted every valley, every one depreſſed and | 
diſpairing for want of perſonal righteouſneſs, to 
recommend them to the divine favour, upon 
the knowledge of his perfect character and 
finiſhed work, or upon the glory of the LORD 
being revealed: They then ſee the ground of their 
ptance in him — All feſb ſhall ſee together, 
for the mouth of the LORD hath ſpoken. Thus 
Were the vileſt characters encouraged by John's 
preaching ; the Publicans and Harlots 'believ- 
ed him, whoſe characters were depreſſed low as 
valleys. The Apoſtle ſpeaking to the . 
"Gentiles who in time paſt, or before the 
Yeved the Goſpel, ſaſtained the - ſame wt 
jarafters, Nys Eph. ii. 4. But GOD 0 is 
rich in mercy, for his rest love wherewith he 
+ Thved us, even when we were dead in fins,” 
hath quickened us together with CHRIST, and. 
. Kath raiſed us up together, and made us ſit 
together in heavenly places in CHRIST JE». 
SUS. Stifely here the valieys'arc exalted, ſin- 
ners of the Werl quickened together with 
cn RIS T, and raiſed agd made to nt toge- 
ther in heavenly places m CHRIS T JE 
SUS.” JESUS the ' High-Prieſt of "our 
profeſſion, when he had offered one ſacrifice 
fof fin, ſat down as having finiſhed his work. 
We ſinners of the Gentiles, as low as val- 
eys, are quickened together with CHRIST, 
aud raiſed and made to pe together i in him; -fit 
as thoſe come to a Place of reſt and ſafety. Sere | 
FF here is the 1 in be e the eee of low 
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degree may fit wad rejoice with exceeding, great 
4 Joy» in that he is exalted, and the rich in that he 


is made low z that he hath diſcovered the fad- 
nature of his riches, by the knowledge of. 


1 JESUS CHRIST. If we purſhe Job's teſtimo- 


ny. of him, after JE: SUS: 55 manifeſted to him, 


as in Fohn, i. 29. 36. Behold the LAM B of 


80D that taketh away the fin of the world: 
| Behold the LAMB of GOD, &c. It will - 


join in yielding evidence that ] ES Us is the 
CHRIST for ſo ſure as the Prophet s teſtimo- 


ny of the voice crying in the wilderneſs, was ful- . 


filled in Jobs the Baptiſt, ſo ſure he Bare witneſs 


to the truth which he thus expreſſes I ſaw and 
| bare record. that this is the SON of GOD. 


DEF Tuzs-i is the character Es us claimed „ 


dis is the truth he bare witneſs to, through 


his whole life 2. this is what his works bare wit- 

neſs of .—This-is the character he claimed, Jobi 985 
viii. 24, 28, 58. Before Abrabam was lam; 
which was the character of the GOD of I/rael, 


as given to. Mofes,.. Exodus iii. 13.14 Maſat in- 
quires, What anſwer he ſhall give, when the ebil- 


/ dren of Hfrael ſhall. aſk the name of the GOD. 


of their Fathers? And G0 D ſaid unto. Moſes; 


I An that 1 A: And he ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou 
tay: to the Children of Vrael. I am. hath. ſent 


me unto you. JESUS. convetſing with. their 


deſcendants who had this record, ſays to them, 


If ye believe not that I am, ye ſhall die in your 


ſins. When ye haye lift up the Son of Man, 
1 ſhall, — that I Au. When the band 


"_ to apprehend J E 8 U 8. be ſaid unto them, 


Whom 


c P's IF} 
Whom Nek ye? They ſaid, JE SU 8 of Naza- * 
reth; JESUS faith. anto them, I am. As 
ſoon as he had ſaid unto them, 1 AM, they went 
backward and fell to the ground. He aſked. 
again, Whom ſeek ye? They ſaid, JESUS 
of Nazareth - JESUS anſwered, I have told 
you that I am.—When JESUS ſaid, Before 
Abrabam was, I AM, they took up ſtones to 
caſt at him, Fobn viii. 59. The reaſon of their . 
ſeveral attempts to ſtone him, they g Jobn 
x. 33, for blaſphemy\: And becauſe thou. 2s | 
ing a man maketh thyſelf G O D, he till claim- 
ed this character, and referred them to his works. 
If do not the wor 8 of my Father; believe me 
not; but if I do, though you believe not me, 
believe the works; that ye may know and: ou 
lieve that the Father hath. ſent me: I have 
greater witneſs than that of Jobn, for the work 
which the F ather hath given me to finiſh, the 
ſame works that I do bare witneſs of me, that the, + 
Father hath ſent me: Believe me that I am in 
the Father and the F ather in me,. or elſe wy 
| by me for the very works:ſake./ - 
Tus JESUS claimed the 1 and dia. 
5 the works which the Mrssian was to do, an * 
_ referred the Jews to the works, as bearing witnefs 
$f of him: They conſtantly. oppoſing and accuſing . 
him as having a devil, being mad, ſpeaking blaſe.... | 
. phemy, until he is purſued to death as a blaſphe- 
mer; in which death we have the n of f 
| be Prophefics, and the accompliſhment of the 
0 a the Old Teſtament. And although "ml LE 
* FR to death. as a blaſphemer, Ang is de- wt 


5 37 4 "Rl 
bild 1 rejected of men ; depited lad * ; 
eſteemed him not: but eſteemed him ſtricken, _ 
ſmitten of G OD and afflicted ; yet he was wound 
ed for out tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our _ 
iniquities; the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
upon him, and by his ſtripes we are healed : The 
LORD hath laid on him the iniquities of us 
all: For the tranſgreſſion of my people was be | 
ſmitten. The various other Propheſies concern- 
ing the death of CHRIST (which had theic 
fulfilment therein) in the Old-Teſtament, would 

lead to too great length to take a view of hete. 

All the types and ſacrifices have their fulfilment - 

here, as the LAM R GOD would provide him- 
(elf; of which Abrabam told Jaac, who was tipi- 

fied by the lamb caught in the thicket by his 
horns, that was offered inſtead of aac, Geneſis 

xxii. 13, as the Antitype of the paſſover lamb, 

the blood of which being ſprinkled on thedoor, c. 
we deſtroying angel ſhould paſs over and not 
come in to their houſes, Theſe types no doubt 

John had in view when he points to the Anti- 
type with, Behold the Lams of GOD that 
taketh 'away the fin of the world : Behold the ” 
Lamsof GOD. 80 bad Jen the ' beloved, + 
when he fays, Unto him that Toved us and waſhed, „ 
us from our ſins in his own blood. 80 had Faul, ps 
when he' ſays, Even CHRIST our palſbver is 

_ Gacrificed for us ; and when he ſpeaks of the | 
Church of GOD which he had purchaſed with 
his own blood; of being juſtified by his bloed, of 
having redemption. though his blood, and of his 
_ Wing! the proply ww his own. blood. Tac, 85 
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| Plan, when he fays, Far as much 3 26 ye were nos : 
| redeemed with corruptible things as filver and - 
gold, from your vain converſation, received by 
tradition from your fathers, but with the precious 
blood of CHRIST, as 'of. a LAu without 
blemiſh and without {pot.. Here the whole re- 
' deemed Company will join without a diſſenter, 
Thou art worthy, for thou waſt ſlain and. bag 


redeemed us to GOD by thy blood. 


Taz fulfilment of the Propheſies of the '( Old- 
N t in the citcumſtances of the death of 


JESUS might here be taken brief notice of, 


fuch as the reproach he underweot, ſpoken of 
Pſalm xlii. 3, 10. My tears have been my meat 
day and night, while they continually ſay unto 
me, Where is thy GOD? With a ſword in my 
bones mine enemies reproach me, while they ſay 
contiaually, Where i is thy GOD? They that fit 
in ibe gate ſpeak againſt me, and I am the ſong 
of the drunkard. Reproach hath broken my 
heart. Is it poſſible to expreſs the moſt keen 
l reproach i in ſtronger language? With a ſword.jn 
my bones mine enemies reproach me; reproach - 


hath broken my heart. Theſe were fulfilled in 


the dying JESUS, Where is thy G0 D? He 
; truſted in 60 D let him deliver him now, if he 
will have him. They ſpit. upon him: What 
more ignominious ? They blind- folded and ſmote 
bim: What more diſtreſſing? The propheſy 
ſays, They ſhout out the lip, they 8 the 
head. The hiſtory ſays, They that paſſed by re- 
viled him, wagging their heads. The propbe- 
9 of thai giving him en to drink, is then 
" BRINE, 
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xxiid Plain uttered; 


fulfilled, and the la 
NI. G0, my GOD, why! 

haſt thou forſaken me? And we have a ſpecimen” 
of the accompliſhment” of the prophely in the 

ciid Pſalm, of his regarding the prayer of the 

deſtitute, hearing the groaning of the priſoner, 

and ſaving the ſons of death, in his anſwer to the 

dying thief. Here we have him uttering the lan- 

guage of Pſalm xxxi. 5. Father, into thy hands 

commend my ſpirit. TheProphet Daniel ſays, He 

ſhall finiſh: ehen, and make an end of ſin; 

make reconeilation for iniquiiy, and bring in ever- 

laſting righteouſneſs. e upon the croſs 

ſays, I IS iN IsRED. 1/ajab ſays, He made 

interceſſion for the rranſgreſſors. Dyng) ESUS 

prays, Father forgive them for they know not 

what they do. Thoſe circumitances. that at firſt 

view ſeemed metely accidental, were ordered for 


the fulfilment of the Scriptures: The zeal of the 


Jeu for the obſervation of the Sabbath, made 


them urge that the legs of thoſe that were cru- 
cified might be broken, and that they might be 


taken away. Conſequent upon which the ſoldiers 


came and brake the legs of the firſt, and of the 


other that were crucified with him; but when. 
they ſaw that be was already dead, they break 
not bes legs, but one of them with a ſpear Pierced 
bis fide, and forthwith came there out 'blood 
and water, which things were done that the Scrip- 
tutes ſhould be fulfilled. The type in the paſſover 
lamb; Exodus, xii. 46, Numbers ix. 12. Neither 
ſhall ye break a bone thereof, has its fulfilment - 
"ow! "And KR 7 in e XXXIV. m— 4 
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| 4 Pd been an exerciſing inquiry: In anſwer, It may be ſaid, wo 


keepeth all his heb not one, if them is 1 
is accompliſhed in him. (Doth the A poſtle ſay, 


We are members of his bady, of his fleſh, and of 


his bones! and ſhall not one of them be broken! 


Here i is ſtrong confolation.) So likewiſe the _ > 


cing the ſpear is ſpoken of by another Prophet: 
They ſhall look on him whom they have pierced, 
for every eye ſhall Nd him, and 1 alſo th at 
pierced him. 


Tabs the fubje&t Ne kad until FES US i is 5 


r The ſoldiers found him ſo, and therefore 

they break not his legs. When Joſep b aſked the 
body of Pilate, he would not give it until he knew 
from the Centurion that he was certainly dead. 


Joſeph, who before had been a ſecret Hiſciple 


for fear of the Jews, went in boldly to Pilate to 
aſk the body of JESUS; and laid bim in his on 


new tomb, that was hewed out of a rock, Pe 27 


In never man, before was laid. 


' "Wer, his e have prevailed—Are 57 
latisfied ? Alas ! they are ftill afraid! They 

_ remember that JESUS. put the iſſue of the 
controverlſy upon his reſurrefion from the dead, 

Yuck he ſpake of ſo often as to be a known fact 
mong them : And they ſay to Pilate, Sir, we re- 

| Ps that that Bente! ſaid while he was a- 


4 live, after . three nk I will of 1 com- | 


© es es RI a 7 
as 5# GET. , 


. Hoe 28 5 =7 N ; 15 is e, r ii. 40. T7 7 was ibis 


- deys/abd three nights in the whale's belly, ſo ſhall the Sox of 
. Max be three days and three night» in the cart of the earth. Now 
6 JESUS lay but two nighes fa the toipb, how this was fulfilled 


Bog ; find in 4 1zxxviii, from the third to the end of the ſeventh 
B; — Pſalmifi n — CHRIST — his 2 


3 


41 - 
mand therefore that the . be made 18 8 
uatil the third day: Piaate, anſwered, Vou have a 
Watch, go your way, make it as ſure as you can. 
So they went and made the ſepulchre ſure, ſeal- 
ing the ſtone and ſetting a watch. The defign 
of the watch was to prevent any deception about 
the reſurtection of Jesus.CarisT, by his Diſci- 
ples coming by night and ftealing him away. 
Alas! what fear could ariſe from the. Diſciples, 
who all torrook him and: fled ? Matthew xxvi. 
» Mark av. 50. Abd though Perer and Jon 
afterwards: zollowed him, yet Peter toilowes afar 
off, and Wus afraid to own his Loup, even be- 
fore a Daviiel, but denied three times that he 
0 new him - And John who was the only male 
of the Ditcavles that we have an account of that 
ſtood by te croſs, he did not underſtand the 
Seriptures voncerning the teſurrection of 'Jesvs | 
8 until it 'was ae nor any of 


| , 17 F them | 
e k _ EY a 
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: —— ene eee | 
wks foul: 1 5 of of troubles; ; and my lite droweth- nigh to the 
grave. The Sulneſs of troubles commenciag ia his life drawiog 
bear to the SN when we vie Jas knowing his hour was 
come, telling Diſciples, A little while and ye ſhall got ſee me, 
Improving dit me with thves, iolltuctiag and comforting them, 


praying with gad for them, in a certain expeRacion-of — which 
. made his ſoul f Reg even unto desth ; which made him pray. 
Oe Ferna if it be poſtible, let rhis cup paſs from'me! Which | 
| bropght bim jaro an agony; in which he prayed more exrneitly, and 
| . ſweat av it %s great drops of blood, falling down wo the ground. 
Ven we view him denied by Pater. betrayed by Judas, forfook by; 9 
all disDiſcio\. --, mocked, derided, ſmote, ſpit 1 upon, &c. Where was = 


pe the day. O dight before his crucifixion but in the beart of bbs 
earth. Let ui view the prophetick deſcription ;--My foul i ie ſullof 
. 3 % eife draweth nigh to the \grave I am counted with = 
ge down to the pit; as © man without fireageh, free a- 5 
2 geld, like the fla in which ho in the grave, whom thou 5 
ee more. 125 haſt laid me in he Jowelt pit, ian 
dhe depths, (id the heaft of the earth.) Thy weark £35 
| pon me, and thou beſt afflicted me with all thy waver, 
hou haſt put mine acqueiotance far trom me ; 2 8 
. as an abomination unto 8 &. 


+. 


” .- 


ning and his raiment white as ſnow, 


dead men. * he earthquake mention 


tion that i is made of it in Matt. xxyii 
: rhe ghoſt 3 yet the 5 zd verſe ſhews it 


— his reſurrection. The Vail of the tem 
An "twain from the top to che bottom 


offered for himſelf and the errors of ff 


1 watching J sus, when they aw the t 
4 . 178 and thoſe things that Were done, feared, 


Hen, 7a Xx. 9. ig The Epoche was a bewh 
out of A, rock, and no way to it but by the 


door. "Ihe ety great ftone that was rolled 
to the Jobr Was fealed, and the watch ſet to 


| keep it, who, if they fell afleep, forfeited their 


lives; but divine power -interpoſed, there was 


a great earthquake; the Angel of the Lox po de- 


ſcended and rolled back tlie ſtone from the door 
and fat upon it; his countenance was like light- 
and for fear 
of him the Keepers did thake and 


d i in Mat- ; 
Tears to be 
7 the men- 
: Ft, ſeems” 
giving up 
Je longed. to. 

e Was tent 

H; the vail 
place from 


Be- XXVii. 1 54, and xxviii. 2, ap 
one and the fame, though. at firſt yie 


to be immediately connected With his. 


that always hung to ivide the 


the moſt hdly, Where nene might enter but the 
High- Prieſt once a year, upon the ddy of atone- 
ment, with the blood of the ſacrifice, Which he 


This was rent to ſhew that the Ap i T: 
now. come, and the way. to the Ho ieſt of 


5 was opened by Jrsus CurisT,)  , 


"Taz Centurion and thoſe that 


Aying, Truly this was the Sox of N 
Centurion « and 1985 that e hi : 7 ,W 


K 


* 


4 ecame as 15 


* 
+ 


ſet i is mentioned afede in verſes 5 5. 66; this wateh. 
ſet to prevent, finally Rrengthen the evidence. of 
our LoRD's reſurrection, being: themſelves 
conſtrained to acknowledge, truly this Man was 
the 8o of GoD. Some of them returning to- 
the city ſhewed the Chief Prieſt. all the, thinge 
that were done, and when they were afſembled. 
with the Elders, they gave large money to the 
ſoldiers, to hire them to ay, his Diſciples came- 
by night and ſtole him away. while we ſlepft: 
and although this will expoſe. you to death, yet 
we will interpoſe if it coms to the Governor's 
ears ; we will petfuade him and ſecure you: 80 
they took the money and did as they were taught; 
and this ſaying is commonly reported among the 
Jeu, until this day, Matt. xxviii. from-the 11th- 
to the 16th. verſe. By this report ĩt is. evident 
that Jesvs. was not in the ſepulehre on the 
third day, by. the confeſſion of the Jeu. The 
Angel that thus overcome and diſpirited the ſol · 
diers comforted the women with the tidings of- 
the reſurrection: Fear not ye ; for I know that ye. 
ſeek Ftsvs ::He.is not here; for he. is riſen as, he 
aid; Come, ſee the place where the Lonnp lay. 
Mary Magdalene was the firſt at the ſepulchre: 
1 Fohn xx. 1. Early while it was yet dark, and ſeetn 
the ſtone rolled away, from. the ſepulchte This 
Was all that Tobn: gives account of hep; ſeeing. Ms 
at that firſt time of her going. to the fepulchre ; A T2: 
upon which, ſhe runneth and cometh to Peer and  * | 
John, 19257 They have- taken. away the Lok DP; 
| wut of the ſepulchre, and we know not where 
- * they have laid bim: They ran both of them, 
' and; went into the ſepulchre, and. ſaw.the linen 
2 * * the 3 that wal about his head, - 
5 1 e 9 


— 4 N 


| 


7 It is ſaid of 
John, he ſaw and believed, for as yet they knew 
not the Scriptures that he muſt riſe from the dead. 
He ſaw and believed what? That Jzsvs was not 
in the ſepulchre: Alſo it appears moſt highly pro- 
bable that what the Scriptures of the Old-Teſta- 
ment had ſaid pointing to the reſurrection of Ix- 


wrapt together in a place by itſelf, 


zus CHRIST, with what he had ſaid concerning 
it, which as vet, or until that time, they did not 
underſtand, now ſtruck the mind of John, as what 
was accompiithed in his reſurtection; while Pe- 
| Ter returned wondering in himſelf at what had 
happened, and went away again unto their own n 
home; (but Mary was back again the ſecond time 
to the ſepulchre after them :) And 'when bei 
went home ſhe ſtood without at the door of the 
ſepulchte weeping, and ſtooping, down into the 
ſepulchre and ſeetb two Angels in white, fitting 
one at the head and the other at the feet where the 
body of Jesus had lain; who inquired, why ſbe 

_ wept? Becauſe, ſaid ſhe, they have taken away my 
LoRD ; and ſhe turned herſelf back and faw Jesvs 
ſtanding, and knew not that it was Jusus : He 
Vas pleaſed, by calling her byname, to make him- 
elf known to her, and bid her go to hisBrethren,, 
694 peak te derm of his aſcenſion, She went and 
told the Diſciples, thet the bad ſeen the Lon p, 
dug that be had ſpoken theſe things unto her, 
Snus is now ready to accompany the women 
do the ſepulchre with the ſpices they had prepar- 
ed, 3s Marthe relates, who came at the riſing 
of the fun. They ſaid, Who ſhall roll us away 
he ſtone from the door of the ſepulchre, for it was 
very great. But why ſhould they make the in- 
quicy, if Mary had been there before and ſeen the 


* 


fore them into Gallilse, where they ſhou 


ſtone rolled away ? Probably they might not ere- 
dit her teſtimony ; might ſuppoſe her to be eaſily 
miſtaken, being there ſo very early, while it was 
yet dark. But when they looked hey ſaw that the 
ſtone was rolled away, and entering in they ſaw 
a young may ſitting on the right ſide in a long 
white garment, Saith Mari, And behold two 
men ſtood by them in ſhining garments. Saithy _ 
Luke, which ſpake to the women, ſaying, Be not 
affrighted, ye ſeek Jesvs of Nazareth, which was = 
crucified : He is not here; but is riſen. Mark 
mentions a young man fitting, and Luke two mem | 
ſtanding, which teſtimonies: do not contradidd  #F 
each other; for it often happens when two arfe } 
together, the one that ſtrikes the attention maſt,  *' II 
ab being chief ſpeaker, is made mention o; J 
_ eſpecially when the evidence of the fact they  _ "ij 
teſtify is the matter to be attended. to, and 


it is not uncommon for a perſon who is firſt  ' |! 
| ſeen ſitting, to be preſently and at the fame * + 
interview ſtanding or moving from place to 
place. Thoſe who were in long white garn- 
ion, or ſhining garments, 1 ſappoſe, d, 
Angels appearing in the likeneſs of men 3 and. 
vo doubt, the ſame Angel that Matthew ſpeaks . 4 
of who came and rolled back the ſtone, and fat - ©. | 
upon it, whoſe countenance was like lightainggg 
And his raiment white as ſnow, was one of them, 
and the chief ſpeaker, Their joint, teſtimony i 
that Jesus CnRIST is riſen from the dead, as he 
aid unto the Diſciples: And each Evangeliſt re- 
potts, that they ſent the women with the news. to _ 
the Diſciples, informing them that hEpoeth be- 
dice him, 


A 


e be ſaid unto them before he was crucified, Mart. 


xvi. 32, and Mark xvi. 7. Now 
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Now as they. went to tell his Diſciples, "SORE 


met them and, faid;. All hail, and ſends them on 


the ſame ert᷑and they had before from the Angels. 
Mary had before told the Diſciples ſhe had ſeen 


the Lon p, and that he had ſpoken ſuch things 


unto her. Now Jesus meets and ſhews himſefk 
to Mary Magdalene, the other Mary, Salome and 
other women, with them, and ſends them with 


their joint evidence to tell his Diſciples. The 


view that I have taken of Jesus ChaISsT ſhewing. 

himſelf to Mary Magdalene alone, as recorded by 
Tobn previous to and diſtinct from his appearing o 

the women, is proved and ſtrengthened by Mark 


xvi.” g. Now. when JIxsus was riſen, early the firſt; 0 


day of the week he appeared firſt to Mary Magda. 


ene, out of whom he had caſt ſeven devils; a and it 


ſeems to me tobe moſt plainly to be gathered from 
the kiſtory., as related by the four Evangeliſts. 


Tux Diſciples did not believe Mary Magdalen. 
Mark xvi. 1 f. They-did not believe the joint teſ. - 


5 timony of her and the other women, 'Zuke *xiv. 


11. 80 IEsus after appeared to two of them as 


they walked and went into the country; the 
' " account of which we have, Marl xvi, 12. and 
the particulars related, Luke xxiv. 13, &c.. And 
they went and told it to the reſidue; neither by 
© den they them: Tho cute of their unbelief, 

= dt the. further evidences that was given of the 
8 truth. to them, = are c multiplied evidences of the 


nat the ey fat at Meat, and upbraided idem of wel 
-unbelief and hardneſs of heart, becauſe they 
beleved not them that had ſeen him after he ON 
tien, Mark xvi. 14. But Thomas was not with 
them when 22 1 . XX, * other 
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i 
Diſciples therefore ſaid unto him, We have ſeen. 
the Loxp: But he ſaid unto them, Except I ſhall 
ſee in his hand the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and thruſt my 
hand into his fide, I will not believe, Thus we ſee 
the Diſciples did not any of them give into this 
truth, without evidence to their full ſatisfaction. 
After eight days, (I ſuppoſe, on the return of the 
firſt day of the week) his Diſciples were within, 
and Thomas with them; when JIxEsus again ma- 
nifeſted himſelf to them, and ſatisfied Thomas 
of the evidence of the truth he had before heard 
from the other Diſciples, by ſaying to him, Reach 
| hither thy finger and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand and thruſt it into my fide, 


- 


and be not faithleſs, but, believing. |, Thomas, 
_ fatisfied with the evidence, anſwered. and ſaid, 


My Lokp and my Gop.  ſesvs ſaid unto him, 
Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen me thou haſt be? 
lieved.; yet bleſſed are they that have not ſeen uy 1 
have believed: Thoſe that believe on the credit of 
divine teſtimony; that believe through the word 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles, jointly: centring 
in this truth; although they ſee not IEsUs with 
© their bodily eyes; of whom Peter ſpeaks, 1 Epiſ- 
tle, i. 8. In whom, though now ye ee him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of glory. 
WæI find him not only ſhewing himſelg te 
them, but eating and drinking with them aftet 
his reſurrection. The evening of the day of his 
reſurrection, when he walked unknown with two 
of the Diſciples, when they came to fit at meat 
with them, he took bread and bleſſed, and brake 
and gave to them; and their eyes were opens 2 


5 


48 
and they knew CET, . up the "Is 
hour and returned to Jeruſalem, and found ihe 
eleven gathered together, and they that were with 
them, ſaying, The Loxp is riſen. indeed and 

| hath appeared unto Simon : And they told what 
| things were done in the way, and how he was 
known. of them in breaking of bread. And as 
ey "thus ſpake, Ixsus himſelf ſtood in the midſt, 
| and (aid, Peace unto you. When they were terrifi« 

eld and affrighted, ſuppoſing they had ſeen a ſpirit, 
he bid them behold his hands and his feet, that 
it was he himſelf ; bid them handle him, and. be 
ſatisfied he had fleſh and bones; and ſhewed them 
his hands and his feet. And while they believed 
not for joy and wondered, be. ſaid unto. them, 


bn 


HFave ye ts meat? And they gaye him a piece 


ofa broiled fiſh and a honey - comb; and he took 
it and did eat before them, Luke xxiv. 3. We 
haue another account of his dining with them, 


SEG John, xxi. from the oth to the x31 1 zth. And Pe- 


ſpeaks of it, As x. 40. 41. Him Gon raiſed 
up and thewedhimopenly; 55 to all the people, 
but to ue who did eat and drink with him after 
he role from the dead. This part of the evidence 
may be clored with the teſtimony of Paul, 1 Cor, 
xv, Ach ic the 8th. That he roſe apain the third 
day, fccurding to the Scriptures : And that he 
Wat 1ccn of epbar, then of the twelve. Af, 
ter that he was ſeen of above five hundred Bre- 
 thien at once; of whom the greater part remain 5 
„ Unt 0 this preſent, but ſome are fallen aflecp, 
After that he was ſeen of amet ; then of all the 
_ " Apoſtles, And laſt of al} be was. 1 * : 
8 * . wk one born . of * Ws: 
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The gift of the Holy GnosT : The ſpread of the 
goſpel. cg The miracles wrought in confirmation of 


OT races Wer I.” = oF to 


FIVHE gift of the Hor GrosT, according- to 
N 85 


* 


* 


ples, is another evidence of this truth, with which is 


| the Truth :—The difference between them and the 


the promiſe of Jesvs. CuR 18 to bis Difci- 5 | 


connected the Apoſtles teſtimony, or their bear- 


ing witneſs of the reſurrection of the Lord J- 


* 
— 


sus. When jesus CiinisT told bis Diſciples, 


Chapter «xvi. 5, 7. But now Igo my way to him 


that ſent me. Nevertheleſs; I tell you the truth ; 


you ;'but if I. depart 1 will ſend him unto you., I 


in , Apeszeat for you that I ge day] For f l. 
go not away; the Comforter will not come unto 


will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another 


Comforter; that he 125 abide with you forever; but 
theComfortet; the F 
will fend in my name, he ſhall tesch you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatſo- 
Eyer 1 have faid unto you. And Lutz tells us, 


In his Hiſtory bf the 4: of the Aplus, ch. j. 4. F. 
That Jzsv6 being aſſembled together with them, 


commanded them that they ſliould not depart'from 


9 but wait for the promiſe of the Father, 


Which ye have beard of me; for John truly baptized 
with water, but ye ſha!l'be baptized with the Hor x 


Gus, not many days hence. This having its ac- 
compliſhment after the aſcenſion of I. CunitT, . 


While the Diſciples: tarried together at Feruſalm, 


_ waiting"for it; according to the Lonp's direction, 
4% we bade account, 42 ji. evidences the truth be- 


oLY GttosT, whom the Father 
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rote us, Wenden e is he "a of Dad 
which will more fully appeat, if we conſider the. 


office of the Spirit, or the delign of his being ſent, 
as expreſſed by Izsus CartsT unto his Diſciples 

before his death, Jobn xvi. 13. When he, the Spi- 
rit of Truth, is come, he ſhall guide you into all 


truth; for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf ; but whats 


ſoever he fhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak : And he 


will ſhew you things to come. He ſhall glorify me 


| Samarta, and unto the utmoſt parts of 't 


for he ſhall take of mine, and ſhew.it unto you, Jabn 
xv. 26. But when the Comforter is come, whom I 
will ſend unto you from the Father, the Spirit of 


Teuth, hich proceedeth from the Father; he ſhall 


reſtify of me. And ye alſo ſhall bare witneſs, becauſe 
ye have been with me from the beginniog, AA i. 8. 
But ye ſnall receive power after that the Hor Gnosr 


is come upon you: And ye ſhall be witneſſes un- 


to me, both in Jetuſalem, and in all Judea, an 


- Hers 3ppears bree things to be taken 


FiRSs T. He ſhall 8 you things 3 ares : * 
This had its ful: } | | 


1 F- conceive, in what the 
Apoſtles ſpake ren ler the riſe, reigu, con- 


ſumption and deſtruction of Antichriſt ; as in 2 Theſe 


23 2 Pet. 2; 't:John'ii. 18, 19 Tim. iv. 1 2 
Tim. 33 and in dhe book of the Revelations , And 


ia What is ſpoken of Iſrael, in the xith of Ro- 


mant, particularly from the 26th. verſe. 


- 


SECONDLY. He ſhall not ſpezk of himſelf, be-trall 


885 glorify me; for he-ſhall receive of mine, and ſhew it 


unto you. All that the Father hath are mine; therefore 
ſaid I that he ſhall take of mine, and ſhew it unto you. 

Es ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf, of his work on 
the hearts of men, ſo as to make men the objecte 
of admiration. and, TG Pergufe they can * 


8 2 
: - A 3 ts 


* 
Ye 


of. che. ook of the Spirit on ths hearts, and Carats | 
led to give out that they are ſome great ones, ſome 

eculiar favorites of Heaven, He ſhall glorify me, 
he ſhall take of mine and ſhew it unto o. 

Tus office of the Spirit 1 is. to ſhew the glory of 
Cunler, as a guide points us forward to the way 
in which. we ſhould go, or to the object to which 
ve ſhould look i and is the voice behind us, ſaying,, 

This is the way, walk ye in it. We are taught to call 

Jesus Lok, by the HoLY GuosT, and to view his 

glory as our only aliſufficient relief, in our ne, 
circumſtances, to be looked to: Not to call ourſelves 
and one another experienced Chriſtians, that haue 
the Spirit, and ſO to admire. ourſelves and one 
another as the favourites of Heaven, in preference to 
others. If we ſhould take notice of the many ways | 
in which, the work of the Spicit. is manifeſted. in the 
New-. Teſtament, they would. be all found to center 
in the diſplay of the glory of Curr, which will be 

more ęaſily brought to view in conſidering the 7. Bird 
Particular à Wberein the witneſs of the Spirit and. 
the Apoſtles” "Teſtimony, ate connected together. 

+ TragDL v. He ſhall reftify,of me, and ye alſa hall 
best witneſs, becauſe ye have been with me, from 
the beginning; ye ſhall. receive power after that the 
Horx Gnosr is come. upon. you; and ye malt be- 
N neee, ina Jeruſalem. and in all ues, and 
in Famaria, and to the utienmoſt ends ob the cart“. 

- Wren, the Apoſtles were filled with the Hor x 
Gn: d, an dhe day of Pentecoſt, they received power - 
neſſes of the reſut rection of theLokpD Jasus, 
women of other tongues, as he Spirit gave them 
utterance, thougb there were togethet at that time 
2 Juan Jews, devout men out of eve- 
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different parts of the earth ated, From whitnee 


they came, where they were born; (probably collect 
ed together to the feaſt of Pentecoſt.) They heard 


every man in his own tongue, wherein they were 


born. What they heard was proving from the Scrip- 


tures that Jesvs was the CHnr1sT, as evidenced” 
his teſultection from'the dead ; as may be ſeen by 
,Perer's. Diſcourſe to them, v. 36. Therefore 1 det all 
the houſe of Hrae know aſſuredly that Gap hath 
made that fame I xsus, whom ye have crucified, both 


Long and CaRIiSH; the effect of which was the 


addition of about three thouſand ſouls, to the 
numher of thoſe that called Jesus Lok p, by the, 
Hor v GyosT. | The Apoſtles did not arrogate any 

thing to themſelves; / for when the lame man was 
healed in the next chapter, by the gift of healing 
from ihe ſame Spitit, and the people tan together in- 
to Solomon's porch, greatly wondering, Peter anſwer- 
ed to the people, Ve men of Jrael, why marvel ye 


at this? Or why: look ye fo earneſtly upon us, as tho 


by out own power or holineſs we had made this 


man to walk ? The Gop of Abrabam, and of T/aac, 
and of Jacob, the Gop: of our Fathers hath lorified 
bis Son Jesvs, whom ye delivered up, an denied 


ia the preſence of Pilate," when he was determined 


to let him go; but ye denied the Ho OnR and the 7 


Jos r. and deſired a murderer to be granted unto 


= _ and killed the PRINCE of Lirx, whom Gop 


ath raiſed from the dead, whereof we are witneſe 
| ſes, and his name, through faith in his name; hath * 


.made this man {trong, whom ye ſee and know ; yea, 
the faith that is by him hath 3 him this per- 
fect ſoundneſs in the preſence 


you all. And tho 
on theit ſpeaking to the people, the Prieſtꝭ and the 


8 of the W nad: the Sadduees . 
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1 
on them, being ani that aide taught the people. | 
and preached through J=svs, the reſurrection from 
the dead, and laid hands on them, and put them in 
hold until the next day: Vet many of them that 
heard the word believed; and the number of the | 
men were about five thouſand. 4) 

Tux next day, being brought before the Rulers, 
| they received power to be witneſſes to this truth, be- 
fore theſe Rulers in eee e being filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, Peter ſaid unto them, Ye Rulers of the 


- people andElders of Hrael, if we this day be exam 
of the good deed done to the impotent man, by — 5 


meeans he is made whole, be —— you all, and 
do all the people of Iſrael, that by the name of Jasus 


Cuxlsr, of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
Gow raiſed from the dead, even by him doth this man 
ſttand before you whole: This is the ſtone ſet at 
br by you builders, which is become the head 
of the corner. Neither is there ſalvation in any o- 
ther; for there is none other name under Heaven 
given among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. Thus 
with great power gave the Apoſtles witneſs of the 
reſutrection; and though they ſtraitly | threatened 
_ and commanded them not to ſpeak at all, nor 
teach in the name of Jesus, they received power ta 
_ anſwer, Whether it be right in the ſight of Gow 


. hearken to you more than unto Gop, Judge 56 We "£5 


| - ought to obey Gon rather than man; we cannot 
_ ſpeak the things which we have heard and ſeen. 
Tnuvs hath the N bearing witneſs unte I 
vs at Jeruſalem and Judea been hinted at. The 
Hiſtory of the As of the Hose abounds with o- 
ther like inſtances: But I paſs to mention their be- 
ing witneſſes in Samaria, and to the utmoſt ends of 
ring ad Upon ine erſecution r 6 the Church 

; | at 


—— a 
” Lig 


2 And they, when they had teſtified and preached the 


2h J 8 above-mentioned, Hiſtory Lale gives an se. 
being witneſſes in Antioch, Ataliab, 


CDS Peres, Ceſarea, Cyprus, Qrean, Cicillia, Damaſcur,. : 
Pere, Esbeſus, Golatia, r 23 drome ” 


nn they t hat were . went every 


where preaching the word. Then PBilip went down. 
to Samaria and preached CHRIS there. And when 


the A poſtles heard that Samaria had received the 
word of Gep, they ſent to them Peter and Fobn : 


wordof the Lozp.retucned.to. Jeruſalem and pteach- 


5 od the Goſpel i in many villages of the Samaritans. | 


Fbilp was ſent to the deſart, where he met the E- 


| thiagean Eunucb. and preachedCnRISr to him, from 
the biid of Jaiab. Pbilip Was after found at Azatus,. 


and paſſing through he preached.1 in all the.cities une 
til he came to Ceſarea. 1 E ne 


Lydda. Lara, Macedonia, Mijas » Phenic 


ay 1 7 
Perga, Perfida, i Fampbuia, Salami 


to. illuſtrate the fulfilment of the promilc of Ju. 
Cunisr to hie Diſciples > Ye-ſhall,zeceive poet 


2 > = 


aan Grow: it came. upon Lau 


and ye ſhall. be witneſſes unto me in Sa 1 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth. NN ar 


Hes it may be e eee 5 their 


teſtimony, and firſt Diſeiples 


they really, believed the Truth they adlige, ber 

cauſe they, worſhipped Ins ue CuRI3F; as Goh. Ia 4 

1 endesv ouring, 

tie New- -Te 

that, lay ing «6de.tradition, I might find what was 
tbe fan — the Goſpel From thence I could not but 
draw this concluſion; that thoſe. who ſaw, the glory | 
—_— 8. wen pom wh 


for my. own, ſatiefacligns i; looks i into 
to dae who.were- believers,. 


Aenne nt 8 . 


82 laucia, Syrigs... 
Traat and Tbeſſalonica: Which arg — yanns 
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Lob, and addreſs him as the object of thelc 5 
worſhip, were believers: theſe appeared to underſtand 

the myſtery of godlineſs, that Gop was manifeſt 

in the fleſh. When I came to Matt. viii. 2. And 

| behold a leper worſhiping him, ſaying, Lowp if | 

thou wilt thou canſt make nie clean, I was fativfied | 

I found a Ne- Teſtament Believer: And "reading 

on to ver. 6, 7, 8 L ſaw a Centurion beſetching | 

him, ſaying, Lonxd, my ſetvant liethat home p 

fick of the palſy, np grievouſſy tormented. Jus os 

h ſaith, I will come and heal him. The Centurion 
| anſwered and ſaid, Lok D, I amitotworthy that thou 

ſhouldſt come under. my roof, but f peak the word 


, 


was manifeſted by their works 
| ſick: of the palſy to JESUS, I 
with good authority ; for In 


"4 n 4 
- „ fs, * 
„ 
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worthip Ay daughter 
is no dead; but come and lay chine hand upon 
her and ſhe ſhall live. A- diſeaſed woman, in tho 
crowd, is next brought in, in à parentheſis who 
had ſuch faith in him, as to ſay within herſelf, II 
may but touch the bem of bis garment hall be 
whole. Next we come to the two blind men, v. ”, 
who: followed him, crying and ſaying, They: 
Son of Datid, have imefcy on us. And as they 
addreſſed him as Son of David, Ixsus Was ples bet Es 
to give. ther-opportunity'its profeſs their faith, and 
worſhip him as Lox D: Believeſt thou that i am able 


Lil 


to do this They faid unto him, Vea, Loxy, Were 
J to indulge myſelf further in this agreable company; 
I might ſeem tedious, having already looked over 
two chapters; but this may ſuffice for a ſpecimen; 
that the Firſt Diſciples, together with the Apoſtles, 
worſhipped J=svs as LoxD ; beholding his glory, 
the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace And truth, they addreſs him as the object of 
their worſhip; Loxp increaſe our faith; Lok p to 
Whom ſhall we go but unto Thee ? Thou haſt the 
words of eternal life; and we believe; and are fore 
that thou art the CHRIis T, the Som of the living 
Gop. Their "teſtimony being moſt ſurely belive | 
of themſelves, it carried them to count all things 
but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of 


Ennis r Jesus their Lon p. But TI am told, that 


me addreſſing of Jesus CunitT as Lond is not ari 
_ evidence that they believed the divinity of his Pera 
fon, or worſhipped bim, ſeeing there are Lords ma- 


ny, and the term Lord is often uſed for a ſuperiour. 


Bur I cannot think the inſtances that I have; or 
that might be mentioned, can be thus ſet aſide; and 
I am happy to find it is the deſcription and charactef 
of the the firſt ww 1% Acls ix. 21. Them that call 
on this name: And the iſt Epiſtle to the Corinibia 
ant is not only directed to the Church of Gop 
at Corinth; to that are ſandified in Cynier 


e 
The word Gov is ſupplied by the Tranſlators. 80 
we have Stephen addrefling JIxsus CRHRIST, as the 
ohject of his worſhip jp his moſt ſerious and impor- 
tant dying hour, calling upon and ſaying, Lox p IS 
zus receive my ſpirit. Here I thought to have cloſ- 
ed what. I intended, upon the evidence of the ſinee- 


7 


rity of the Apoſtles and firſt Diſciples, in their belief 


of theic Teſtimony z being ſo ſatisfied therewith, as 
without heſitation, to direct their worſhip. to him, 
as the true GoD and eternal life: But as the thought 
has been objected to as above, (and bringing theCal- 
lets on that name to view is agreeable) I would a lit- 
tle further purſue the ſubject. In Matt. xv. 22, 26, 
_ . we have. a woman of Canaan crying unto him, ſay- 
ing, Have mercy on me, O Lox b, thou Son of Ba- 
vid] Then came ſhe and worſhipped him, faying,. 
Lord, help me. She was a Caller on that name, a 
 New- Teſtament Believer, as Jzsvs CyrIsT:;bimſclf- 
teſtifies; O woman, great is thy faith! She appears to 
be divinely taught to underſtand the queſtion the Pha- 
l' riſces could not anſwer, What think ye of CHRIST. 
| whoſe ſon is he? They ſay unto him the ſon of 
David. How then doth David in ſpirit call him 
Lorp, ſaying, The Loxp faid to my Logo, fit thou 
at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy 
footſtool. If David then call him Loxp, how is he 
his ſon ? She looks to him in this united character, 
| which can be ſcen in Gop manifeſt in the fleſh. 
1 _. In the 15th ch. we find another Believer, tho a 
| weak one, calling on that name, v. 14 aman kneel - 
ing down to him and ſaying, Lonp haye mercy on 
my ſon, for he is lunatick, and ſore vegecd Lali 
him a weak one, becauſe Mari ſays, He addeeflied 
Isos with, If thou canſt do ny thing, have mer» 
ey an us and help us. 1 unto bun ne 
45, SS 5 ; Tan 


CCC 
canſt believe, ill things are poſſible to him that be- 


lieveth: And ſtraitway the father of the child cri- 


ed and ſaid, with tears, Loxp I believe, help thou 
my unbelief. I might take notice of the multitudes 
that came and were brought to Cn Ist for healing, 
whoſe faith in and worfhipping Jeevs is not parti- 
cularly mentioned, tho! it is clearly implied; for who - 
would come theinſelves, or bring their diſeaſed 


friends to be healed, if they did not believe him able 
to heal them? And ſach as were heated by him, pre- 
vious to their knowledge of him, and without their 


application to him, were thereby brought to know + 


and own him, as the man born blind; John ix. 38. 


He ſaid, Lonp I believe, and he worſhipped him. 1 
might take notice of the calling of the Apoſtles ; of 


Peter's Confeſſion, that had Ctr187's approbation; 


. of Nathaniel sConviction and Confeſſion; of Thomas, - 


who, upon conviction, with full ſatisfaction ſaid, My 
Loxp and my Gop : But ſhall cloſe with the cru«- 
_ Cifie® Thief; Lox remember me when thou com- 
oſt to thy Kingdom. Thus theApoſtles) bearing wit- 


. neſs, wirh their ſincerity herein, has been briefly 
hinted at. The Hor u GuosrT teſtifying of CuRIs F 


in connexion thetewith, is to be ſeen in the miracles 
 wroupht by the Apoftles; in confirmation of their teſs 
timony, by which Gop bare witneſs with ſigns and 
wonders, and divers miracles, and gifts of the Hol * 
GuosT, according to his own will ; when it was the 
divine will that miracles ſhould be wrought, in con- 
firmation of the witneſs of the reſurreRion of the 
Lon Jesvs, which the Apoſtles bare. Perhaps it 
would be too lengthy to recite the many miracles 


wrought by the Apoſtles, in confirmation of their. 


doctrine, the healing the lame man has been already 
mentioned. I ſhall only recite the paſſage an Act 


v. 


V. 12. And by the hands of the Apoſtles were ma- 
ny figns and wonders wrought among the people; 
inſomuch as they brought the ſick into the ftreets, 
and laid on beds and couches, that at the leaſt, the 
ſhadow. of Peter's paſſing by might overſhadow ſome 
of them. Then came alſo a multitude out of the ei: 
ties round about unto Feruſalem, bringing ſick folks, 
and them that were vexed with unclean ſpirits; 
and they were healed every one. With the miracles 
which Philip did, in confirmation of the preaching 
of Cur1sT- in Samaria, which are thus recorded; 
Unclean ſpirits, crying with a 16ud voice, came ont. 
of many that were poſſeſſed ;. and many taken with 
palſies, and that were lame, were healed: And that 
Gon wrought ſpecial miracles by the hands of Paul, 
fo that from his body were brought handkerchiefs 
or aprons, and the diſeaſes departed from. them, 
and the evil ſpirits went out of them 
Bor here may ariſe an inquiry, in that we are 
told of the coming of antithriſt, whoſe coming i 
after the-wosking of ſatan, with all power, and figns, 
and lying wonders, and with all deceivableneſs of 
unrighteouſneſs, 2. Theſc ii. 9, 10. And of the beaſt, 
the ſpirit of devils, and the falſe prophet, Rev. xiil. 
13, 14—xvi. 14—Xix. 20; that wrought miracles, 
whereby men were deceived; How may the diffe- 
rence. be known, between the miracles wrought by 
Irsus Cur18T and his Apoſtles, under the influence, 
of the Hor v GHOST, in confirmation of the doftrine - 
of Cnr1sT,and the ſigns, wonders and miracles of 
antichriſt, the beaſt, falſe prophet and ſpirit of devils. 
Too which it may be replied, That there are two - 
things ever obſervable in the miracles wrought by 
Jesvs' CurrsT and his Apoſtles 
Iſt. Tuzy were to teſtify of Cc MRI. r 
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S: ed mind is relieved. - He is of good cheer indeed, 


IIdly. To relieve the afflicted. 


II. To teſtify of Cuxisr. Thoſe wrought 


by Jxsos CurIsT were to manifeſt his true cha- 
racter ; to prove his claim to be the Son of Gop, 
one with the Father. If ye believe not me, be- 


lieve the works ; the works I do in my Fa- 
ther's name bare witneſs of me. | 


1 So alſo thoſe wrought by the hands of the A- 
poſtles were to teſtify of him, agreable to what Ja- 


8 Us CurisT ſaid unto them, He ſhall teſtify of me, 
and ye alſo ſhall bare witneſs becauſe ye have been 


with me from the beginning. While they bare 
witneſs to the reſurrection of the Logo IESsUs, 
miracles wrought by the power oftheHoLy Gneer, 
teſtified of the truth which they bare witneſs to. It 
was not the piety, power or holineſs of the Apoſtles; 
they declared themſelyes to be men of like paſſions 
with their hearers: But it was the dignity and 


glory of CRRIS IV that was hereby made manifeſt, 


IIdly. Tuzy were to relieve the ifflicted, both 


in their bodies and mind. For inftance, let us 


view the man ſick of the palſy, believing Jzsvs, when 
ae ſaid, Son thy ſins be forgiven thee, and his afflict- 


of others might know he had power on earth to fore 


give fins, he is bid to ariſe, take up his couch and 


go to his houſe. His body is relieved, and he is able 
to carry that on which he lay, out before them all. 
Tux like may be ſaid of all the miracles wrought 
dy J=svs CanisT ; they were all miracles of mercy 
to the blind, deaf, dumb, maimed, poſleſied; &g. not 


the pooreſt, meaneſt, moſt deſtitute and miſetable, 


| ver aſt out, that cams to kim, nov-a0y-caſs be- 


1 e Fond 


* his power, whoreby he was ain manifeſting 
himfelf mighty to ſave. Theſe are left on record 
both as the ground of our faith in him, and as an 
encouragement for the moſt dejected and abject 
children of men, to look to him from all the ends of 
the earth and be ſaved, whatever be their diſtreſſes. 
Tuus were the miracles wrought by the Apoſtles 
miracles of relief to the afflicted, both in their bo- 
dies and minds. Let us view the inſtance of the 
lame man that never had walked, though above for- 
ty years old, to whom Peter faid, Silver and gold have 
| T TY but ſuch as I have give I these in the name 
of Jesvs CurxisT, of Nazareth, riſe up and walk. 
See him leaping and walking; and we ſee him re- 
lieved of his bodily infirmity ; view him praif. 


. ing Gov; and we ſee his mind relieved. See the fe- 


quel; and we ſec it is by Jzzwvs of Nazareth, who 


was crucified, whom Gop raiſed from the dead, 


und to confirm the witneſs the Apoſtles bars of 
Rita © : But the decewable miracles | 
It. Tes rirr of men. 
IIdiy. ESTABLISH fal hood. 
lid. Leap men into din fear, dirknef | 
and: perplexit x. | 
I It. Tuer teſtify 4 As ill. 9. Simon 
_ uſed ſorcery and bewitched the people, giving * 


that himſelf was ſome great one, to whom they 


| heed, So antichriſt, ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, 2 ; 
The/. ii. whoſe coming is after the working of ſatan, 
with all power, and figns, and lying wonders, and 
with all deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, is he 
| who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that i 
called" Gop, or that is worſhipped'; ſo that he, as 

god, ſitteth in the tem ple of God. ſhaying himſelf 
3 * * was undoubtedly manifeſt 


1 theauthority of the chere was held more he | 
credthanthe written Word, anda meaſure of it is to bo 
ſcen wherever the 33 counſels, confeſſions and 


catechiſms of men are preferred before the written 
Word, or where they appear to have more weight and 


influence: The ground of this is, they were won- 
derfully pious, learned and holy men, who were not 
likely to be deceived and we have been ready to ſay, 
if We were as good as they we ſhould not fear, which 
is idolatry, putting the creature in the place of the 


Creator ; ſo worſhipping: and ſerving the creature 
more than the Creator, who is Go: bleſſed forever. 


IIdly. To eftabliſh, falſhood, to lead the mind 


from the fountain of living waters, to broken 
ciſterng.that..can hold no water; for while they | 


teſtify of the piety and holineſs of men, and lead 
to the above-mentioned idolatry, they teſtify of 
that which. is not, of error and falſhood. : Be- 


cauſe the Scripture teſtifies of man, That there is 
none righteous, no not one; they are all gone out 
of the way; all we like ſheep have gone aſtray. 


When we look to men there is no cluſter to eat, the 
good is petiſhed-out of the earth, and none upright 


| 4, among men; the beſt of them is a briar, the moſt 


upright ſharper than a thorn hedge : So it leads 
IIIdly. To flaviſch fear, darkneſs and perplexity, 
The fear of man bringeth a ſnare 3 the ſpirit of anti- 
chriſt teſtifying of man, bring their perſons intoadmi- 
ration, tends to ſubje& men to them for their ſup- 


5 poſed piety and importance, and to look to them as 


their guides, and to look to themſelves, in order to 
qualify them to look to ss, in manner and form ar 


they ſhall direct them, which will ſoon bewilder and 
perplex them with the anxious inquiry, What nk 


1 yet, to adotn myſelf ſuitably to 8⁰ to Juovs, "He 3 
may. obtain ſalvation by bin 1 | 


1 5 . 63 3 . 
Taz ſum of the anſwer to the above inquiry ii; 
Every ſpirit that confeſſeth that IEsus is come in the 
fleſh, is of Gop ; for if Ixsus is come jp the fleſh, he 
hath, in our nature and in our ſtead, fulfilled all righs 
| teouſneſs, obeyed the precept and ſuffered the pe- 
nalty of the law, which is manifeſt, in his reſurrec= 
tion from the dead, when he roſe for our juſtification ; 
The belief of this truth relieves the mind, and gives 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards Goo. 

Bur every ſpirit that confeſſeth not that IE SUSͤ is 
come in the fleſh, is not of Gop; the ſpirit that leads 
us to look to men and to ourſelves, to put forth a help- 
ing hand to intereſt us in the divine favour, and in- 
ſiſts that the work of CHRIST is not itſelf alone all- 
ſufficient to recommend us thereto, is the ſpirit of an= 
tichriſt, x Jobn iv. 3. It may be faid, antichriſt holds 
forth the evidences, of the truth of the Goſpel, as the 
Apoſtles fotetold of the riſe, reign, conſun{Þ ion ahd 
deſtruction of antichriſt, who. hath ariſen and reigned” 
even over the kings of the earth, whom the Lok v. 


— 's i 


has been conſuming with the Spirit of his mouth, 


and will deſtroy by the brightneſs of his coming. 
Tux ſpirit of antichriſt, whoſe coming is after the 
working of ſatan; with all power, ſigns, and lying on- 
ders, as it teſtifies of men, and has raiſed them into 
places of profit, worldly honour and povrer over their 
fellow-creatures, has led men into bondage and ſlave- 
ry to thoſe thus raiſed, and into darkneſs and perplexi- 
ty, ſubjecting them to religious tyranny and perſecu- 
tion, ſo as to change the appearance of primĩtivechriſ 
tianity, and prejudice the minds of unbelievers, both 
Frws and Gentiles, againſt the Chriſtian Religion. 
Tus Spirit of Cyxzx1sT which teſtifies of him bow 
don the loftineſs and lays low the haughtineſs of 
men, ſo that the Lox p alone is exalted: And _ 
& 2 | ; the 
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be Spirit of the Lk is there 5 nens uche, ap 
and gladues ; and men * taught thereby to lors 
their enemies, to do goo ech that hate them, 
and pray for tem that Ne pitefMly uſe and perſecute 
them, to love one another 2 he bath: loved them; and 
by love to ſerve one another: The conſideration of 
which evidences and manifeſts the New- Teſtament 
| Religion to be divine, and the Author of it to be the 

Alpha and Omega, the begining and the ending, the 
N ul and the laſt 1 and fo far as it prevails it cannot | 

5 an to recommend the religion that teaches and in- 


| forces it to the conſciences of all men. By this ſhall 
all n . * e OE". af hong n 


' ng m. 


The Jews. an Evidence of the Truth bite. 14. 


| Might farther add, that the Fews may be agi 
in as another eyidence to the e Truth before us, + 
they are [preſerved in the providenge-of Gon in 
their ir Apen den among the nations cleaving to Me- 
es, who wrote of Ir nn as living witnefſe 
of the truth of the record of the Old- Teſtament 
Scriptures, from which Seriptures the Apoſtles of the 
Lon p and Saviovs proved the Truth of what they 
teſtified concerning Jus us, as being fulfilled in him. 
So like wiſe in the fulfilment of what Jrneve CHRIST 
fait concerning them, thar ſhould be conſequent 
on their rejedting him and perſerutisg his Diſciples. 
ZI; Turin rejecting bim: fee the parable of the 
= 2 N xi. 9. 41. Mark xii. 77 8. 9. 
4 T5; 55 bak _—_— in Mart. wrt CE 
and Lake . 901 JO 22 
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are ſent unto you] How often would I have gathers 
ed you at iz hen gathereth Her chickens: under her 
wings, but ye would not ! BEnHOT D your obs 18 
LEFT unto you DESOLATE:'!'S0o alſo in Matt. xxiv. f 
12 Mart xxi. 5 6, when his. Diſciples: called him 
to vie w the ſtones and the building of the temple, 5 
| he ſaid, Verily L ſay unto you, there ſhall not be left 
one ſtone upon another that ſhall not be thrown 
down; whichehad its literal accompliſhment in the 
very place whtre they ſtood ploughed as a field, a. 
cording to the Prophet Micab, which Was conſequent EN 
on their rejecting him: And. | 


Ildly. Perſecuting his - Diſciples ;.. Mart. xxi. 

from 34. E Wherefore behold 1 fend + you Pro- N 
phets and wiſe men, and Scribes, and of them 
ye ſhall kill and erucify, and of them ye ſhall 

ſcourge in your ſynagogues, and perſecute from 

4 city to city. Ixsut told them this ſhould: come 

| upon them, previous to the deſtruction of era. 

ion; for when he was ſpeaking of that event, he tells 
them, 'Licke xxi. 12, 16. But before allgheſe they ſhall 
lay their hands on you and perſecute, delivering you 

up to the ſynagogues, and into priſons, being brought 
before kings and rulers for my name ſake. And ya 

- ſhall be betrayed both by parents and brethren; and 

_ kinsfolks and friends; and of you ſhall they cauſe to 
be put to death. And as he faretold of the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem and the temple, and warned his Diſci- 
ples of what they ſhould meet with, or what ſhould 
befall them: So he gave them à token, which 

they underſtood, when to make their eſcape from 

. thoſe dreadful calamities, Mart. xxiv. 15 and ona © 
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Ito there is a fund of evidence to the truth. 
before us, in what befell the Children of 1/ ae, in all 
that came upon them, the bleſſing and the curſe ; and 
their being rooted: out of their land, in anger and 
wrath, and great indignation, and caſt into another 
Hand, as at this day, mentioned Deut. xxix. 28— xxx. 
13; which will more fully appear when v. 6 ſhall have 
its ee, me en : And the Lok p thy Gop ſhall 
circumciſe thy heart and the heart of thy ſeed, to 
love the Lon p thy Go with all thine heart and with 
all thy ſoul, that thou mayſt live; which is ſimilar to 
the prophecy Ja. lix. 20; which is thus quoted by 
the Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 26: As it is written, There ſhall 
come out of Zion the Deliverer and turn away un- 
godlineſs from Jacob. For this my covenant unto 
them, 'when I ſhall take away their ſins. This is to 
take place, according to the Apoſtle, when the ful- 
neſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in, and ſo all 1fae/ 
| ſhall be faved;; for notwithſtanding they are, as con- 
cerning the Goſpel, enemies for the ſake of the Gen- 
tiles, yet, as touching the electiom they are beloved 
| for their FaTuex's ſake, for the gifts and calling of 
Go are without repentance. I apprehend Jz8us 
Cnr1sT ſpeaks of the ſame thing when he. ſays, Ye 
ſhall not ſee me until ye ſay, Bleſſed it be that cometh 
in the name of the Lon p. Thus the Prophet ſpake of 
Jzsvs, P/alm cxviii. 26. Thus the multitudes, Matt. 
xxi. 9, that went before and that followed after Jz- - 
 8Us, riding to Jeruſalem, cried Hoſanna ! Bleſſed it be 
that cometh in the name of the LorD | And thus ſhall 
the Jews do when their hearts are cireumciſed t@ 
loss the Lok their Gop with all their hearts. 
Taus have I hinted at many particulars, wherein 
the evidence of the truth of the good atws of the 
r 2: ou 


; 1 
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| Nemneth? It is: — that died; yea, rather, that 


10 6% 2 


Goſpel are contained, as knowing that where the 


character of ]8z8vsCuntsT is underſtobd, and the evi- 
dences of the truth teſtified of him are ſatisfactory to 
the mind, nothing can hinder rejoicing-in him; for 
fo ſure as he is Gop manifeſt in the- fleſh, as his 
claim toDeity is juſt, as he roſe again from the dead, 
fo ſure: was his obedienee in our nature perfect, and 
his one ſacrifice did forevet᷑ take away fin. The FA- 
Tux is well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs fake, 
and we are made accepted in the beloved; for, 
ſays the Apoſtle, all things are of Gop, who: hath 
reconciled us to himſelf by Jesvs CARIS ; and leaſt 
that ſhould. be looked upon as the privilege of the 
A poſtles and firſt Chriſtiana only, he adds, Go 


_ was in CurisT- teconciling the world unto himſe lf. - 


not ĩimputing their treſpaſſes unto them; for he 
hath made him ſin for us who knew no. ſin, that we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of Gop in him. 
Hence eriſes the anſwer of à good conſcience ta- 
vatds Gos, by the reſurrection of IxsVUs Cunrist, 
which the Apoſtle calls the baptiſm. that, now faves ' 
us; fo that the perſon. whoſe mind was juſt now | 
perplexed with a 75 of guilt, full of anxiety and 
diſtreſs, turning every way with diſappointment. te 
broken ciſtern that can hold no water, upon under - 
ſtanding the import of the reſurrection of Jxsys 
Oukle , finds that which quiets his mind and an- 
ſwers all objections, agreable to the Apoſtle, Rem. 
viii! It is Gos that juſtifieth, who is he that con- 


is riſen again from the dead. We read of being be- 


gotten again to a lively hope by the reſurrection of 
| "EY MEND; from the. Jeadls! 1 2 . Ci” 
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7 be. 5 contained i in the Te UTH thus evidenced, = 
our Obligation to keep it always in Remembrance. 


H [S leads to the conſideration of the c 
1 - contained in the glad tidings of the Goſpel, 
wh reſpects both the life that now is and that 
which is to come, being furniſhed with the anſwer 
of a good conſcience: towards Gob, by the reſur- 
rection of xs us CurtsT, undet'a ſenſe of our own 
"guilt, inability and folly, and the vatious cauſes of 
ſhame," fear and terror that ariſe from à view: of 
ourſelves, to have aſſurance from the: Seriptures that 
'CurIsT was delivered for our offences, and roſe 
| again for our Juſtification, Rom: iv. 25. That Currem 
dileq for our fins according to the Scripturet, and 
© »that be was. buried and: roſe: again the third day, 
| according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor v. 3. 4. ſhews 
our peace is made with God by him who it our 
peace, and hath made Haide 4 the blood of -his | 
croſs. The work it finiſhed in Ris death, and 
_ witneſſed in his reſurrection ; the hope we are ber 
gotten to is a lively hope, a hope that maketh not 
aſhamęd 'of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks Rom. u. 5. 
"For when he ſpeaks: of Jxsus being delivered for 
out offences, and being raiſed again Sor our juſtifi. 
cation, ch. iv. 2 5. he adds, ch. v1. Therefore be- 
ing jaftified ; upon believing this truth, we bave | 
1 peace with Gov, through our LorD: Jrsus nner, 
| by whom we hare geceſt b by faith into his grace i 
WP herein we now ſtaud, and rejoice in the hope of the | 
glory of -Gop.- This made them glory in tribulati- | 
ON, Thich wrought patience, experience and hope; 
and this hope: tyaketh not athamed, becauſe ye 
oV 
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a loye of God is ſhed, abroad in our hearts by the | 
Hor v GnosT, which is given to us. How was 


the love of Gov ſhed abroad in their hearts, but 


in theic being ſatisfied and aſſured of the truth of 
the manifeſtation of it in the death and reſurreg- 
tion of Jesvs CurisT, as the Apoſtle adds in the 


next verſe ; For when we were without ſtrength 
Cur1sT died for the ungodly, who was deliver- 


ed far our offences, and roſe again for our juſ- 
tification: Therefore the hope that comes there- 
by is a lively hope, ſpringing from the truth, from 
the perfect work of CuR1sT 3 not the hope of the 
hypocrite; for What is that, zhough be. hath gained z = 


though he hath gained a good opinion of himſelf, 


4s being diſlinguithed from ſome of his fellow. 
creatures in point of acceptance with Gop, on ac- | 
count of ſomething wrought in or done by him; will. | 
it do to mention before Gop when tb uble comes? 
Will he hear his cry du that account? Will be 
hear him in his own name? Or though he bath 
geainedtbe good opinion of others, what is it when 
Gop takes away his ſoul ? Hopes from this quarter 
is 2s ſpider's web, as the giving up the ghoſt: 


While the hope that comes by the reſurrection of 


Cnnler maketh not aſhamed, is a. lively hope. 


This is' the Goſpel which the Apoſtle preached, 


by which; ſays he, ye ate ſaved, if ye keep in me- 


mory” What 1 preached unto you, uvtlefs yo have 


believed in vain. How believed in vain ? If 
_ -Cnn187 be not! raiſed” your faith is vain, and you 
% ate yet in your ſins; But, ſays he, Now is CugreT . 
riſen and become the "firſt fruits of them that 


ſlept. Hence it follows, their faith is not vain, 


7 


y believed a truth; therefore did not believe jq | 
: oo 


i 1 = 
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vain, therefore they are not in their fins, they 
ate ſaved by the Goſpel, the hope is a lively hope. 


- BegoTTEN to a lively hope.; to an inheritance 
undefiled and that badet not away, reſerved in 
the Heavens. 


To an inheritance; to as many as 1 him, 
ot believed the truth concerning him, or receiv- 
ed his teſtimony, to them gave be power to be- 
some the ſons of Gov. ; and if children, then 
| heirs, heirs of Gop, joint heirs with CugisT, 
who inherits. all things, and could ſay, All that 

the FATHER, bath i is mine ; all mine are thine, 
and thine are mine; who, has prayed for hie 

Diſciples that they may be with him to behold 
his a and hath ſaid. unto them, Becauſe I 
Ates ye ſhall live alſo. This his inhecitance is 
incorruptible and will. never. fade. away, becauſe 
It is his in per fect rightequſneſs,. ; ne. altogether 

undefiled, Ba it is beyond. the reach of moth, 
tuſt ot thieves, being reſerved in the Heavens. 


Tukez hints lead to a contemplation of that 
poo! vhich is contained in the Goſpel, which 
bath height and depth, length and breadth, that 
4 ae knowledge, both as it reſpects the preſent 

ife, and leads to an underftanding of- the wiſe 
man's queſtion and anſwer, in Ecrigſi vis 12— 
* 1. Who knoweth what good for man in 
hf e or what is man's chief good all the ; days 
i His, vain life; which he ended 28 a; ſhadow? 
1 The anſwer,is, A name better than precious oint- 
ment, the name above every name, the know- 
| ledge of which ſhews the day of a man death 


| 1 27 * Sr of Ss 1 3 Barn man's. 


| chief good in life, He that indeth ma 
| findeth life, and ſhall obtain favour of the 
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| LokD : Whoſo hearkeneth unto me ſhall dwell 


ſafely, and be quiet from fear of evil, as know- 
ing, That all things ſhall work together for good 


to them that love Go, to them that are called 
actording to his purpoſe. And with reſpe@ ta 


the life to come, if the Apoſtle ſaith, Eye hath 


not ſeen, nor ear heard; neither have entered into 


the heart of man the things that Gon hath pre- 


ared for them that love him, well may I leave 


it in the admiring language of the Pſalmiſt, O 


| how great is thy goodneſs which thou haſt laid 


up for them that fear thee ! Thou haſt wrought fot 


them that truſt in thee before the ſons of men. 
_ Mar I never forget this truth, that is thus 
, evidenced, and contains in it man's chief good in 
this life and the life to come, When the Apoſtle 
would have Timothy be ftrong in the grace that 


is in CHRIST Jx8vs, and endure hardneſs ay k 
good ſoldier of Jesvs CnRISsT, he tells him te 


remember that Jesus CHRIST, of the ſeed of 


— 


David was raiſed from the dead, as that which 


was allſufficient to animate him hereunto; and 
When he gives the Corintbiant a brief account 


of the Goſpel that he and his Fellow - Apoſtles 


preached, how that CnRIST died for our fins, and 
was buried and roſe again the third day, according 
to the Scriptures, and that he was ſeen of his 
choſen witneſſes, many of which were then alive, 
though ſome had fallen aſleep, he ſays, Of this 
| Goſpel, by which ye are ſaved, if ye keep in mo- 


'mory what I preached unto you. Hew is he 


to be underſtood ? Doth the Goſpel ſave on con- 


dition | 


* 


rt 72 * 


dition of * in memory, ſo. that if they 
forgot it they were loſt? 


1 ;CONGEIVE the meaning. of the Apolile 10 
de as if be had ſaid, What I have preached is a 
precious truth, in which is all our Salvation. Now 
then if thoſe that believe this truth keep it in Me. 
ory, it will ſave them from innumerable evils 
they will otherways be expoſed to: For in this 
truth there is a ſource of obligation and conſola- 
tion which ought always to WE in Ae . 


Fixer. For obligation. e e e 


Tux remembrance that Juvbs Cunar. died 
for our fins, and roſe - again for our juſtification, 
will always demonſtrate to the mind that we 15 
not our own, but bought. with a rice, and obliged 
to glorify him in our ſpicits and bodies which a aro 
| his: So that when temptation beſets us, to in- 
duce us to act, according to our own luſts in oppo- 
ſition to his will concerning us ; to act according = 
to the prince of the power. of the air, the ſpirit 
that now worketh in the children. of diſobedi- 
ence.. The remembrance of this truth, is like 
taking the ſhield of faith, which 7 10 the 
Hery darts of the devil. Under this bead of obli⸗ 
_ gation may be- ſaid, (it ) We are hereby put in 
mind of the Apoſtle's exhortation, Be ye recons 
cited to Gop ; which he inforceth from the cer- 
rainy of this truth! For be hath made him to 
be In for us, who knew no fio, that we wight 
be made the righteouſneſs of Gop in him. See- 
Ing Gop was in Cxn18T reconciling the world to 
himſelf, where is enmity ? It myſt, be in us I 
. be ye reconciled. unto Go to * ray 


9 1 


— 4 
4 . 


of reconciling us to himſelf, to which ws mc .@, _ 
nature enemies, our pride of heart would not be - 
thus beholden ; but it is the way infinitely wiſe, 
in which mercy and truth meet together, righte- 
ouſneſs and peace embrace each other, in which 
our ſalvation js ſecured, our haughtineſs humbled 
and the LoxD alone is exalted. Be ye reconciled 
to Gop, to all his diſpenſations towards us, which 
all come from him who is love, with a deſign of 
love to us: Be ye reconciled to be at his diſpoſe 
through life, and reſigned, to him in death; to 
look on ourſelves, our children, our eſtates, our 
time and talents, as all belonging to him, to be 
improved to his glory while he intruſts us with 
them; to be reſigned when he ealls for them, 
with thankfulneſs that Wwe have ſo long enjoyed 
them. Bleſſed JEsus, thou haſt, taught us to 
pray, Thy will be done! (adly.) The tremem. 
brance of this truth obliges us to be reconciled __ 
dne to another, and live in love and peace one with 
another. For a petſon to have all his hopes ſole- 
ly founded on the free forgiveneſs of ten thouſand _. 
talents, and have his brother by the throat jane ESE 
few pence, how inconſiſtent and ungrateful muft 
it appear! To ſee an injury, perhaps only a ſuppo» 
ſed one, not real,or an accidental;one, not . 


ed; or if it be real and defigned, to ſee it hoard- 

cd up in the mind ; to nourſe up; alienation, an- 
ger, revenge, & c. how contrary is it r 
ſpixit of the Goſpel l To the example of Jezus; _ 
Cnr1sT, who prayed for his enemies, and hath — 
directed his Diſciples, But love ye your enemies; 
2 alſo to the direction of the Apoſtle, Dearly be- 
oel Stenz: pot fee eee 


| 10 a” . I written, | Pubs is mine. 
1. will repay, faith the Lon. Therefore, if thine 
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him 


jd a family full of wants, and ſeveral crediters 
that ought to be paid, at the ſame time urging up- 
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drink ; for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap coals of 
fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, But 
* evil with good. FT | 


 SgconDLy. This Truth is . to be . 


I remembrance as a ſource of conſolation: He | 
is the living ſpring of "everlaſting | conſo- 


lation. It is Gop that juſtifieth, who is he 
that condemneth f It is Cyr1sT- that died, yea 15 
rather that is riſen again from the dead, who is 


even at the tight hand of 'Gop, who alſo maketh 


interteſſion bor as. Who ſhall ſeparate us from 


1 the love of Gov in CnRIST Izsus ? Jravs 


CunisT is Juftified i in the Spirit, declared. to be 


| the Son of God with power, according to the 

7 Spirit of holineſs, by the reſurrection from the 
dead. Is the Head riſen ? Is the Head juſtified ? 
Who ſhall ſeparate the members from a. partici- 


pation therein ? Shall the tribulation; or diſtreſs, 


vr famine, or nakedneſs, or Perſcentive ur peril, or 
ſword they may be expoſed to? Nay, in all theſe 


things they are more than conquerors through 


mim that loved them. Let this truth be for- 


gotten in tribulation and diſtreſs, they lay bard 


| 2 look dark and gloomy; which we are ſaved 


Mm by keeping the Truth in memory. 
To. illuſtrate my meaning 'by a fimilitude Af I | 


on me; if I have a ſum of money that is ſufficient 
Hor all need, but have laid it away and forgot it, 


thels 


* 


tors were ready to threaten me with. OE 


F<" 


_ theſe wants:and creditors. fink my ON and pes- 


plex my mind: If I remember this ſum, m my 
mind is relieved, lam ſaved from this perplexity, 8 


1 have enough to anſwer. all exigencies and 


demands, and ward off the danget my rea 


Tur importance of keeping this in memory is 


further manifeſted in the care the Apoſtle Peter 


ſhews for the Diſciples to this end, 2 ep. ch. i. v. 
12, 13, 15. Wherefore 1 will not. be. negligent.to 

put you always in remembrance of theſe things; 
yea, I think it meet as long as Lam in this taber- 


nacle, to ſtir you up, by putting you in remem- 


brance. Moreover, I will endeavour 'that 
may be able,after my deceafe, to have theſe things 
always in. remembrance ; for tbey are certain 


truths. We have not followed cunningly deviſed 


fables, when we made known unto you the pow- 
er and coming of JesUs CHRIST, but were eye 
"witneſſes of his Majeſty. And as the Apoſtles 


are thus careful to "$453 this in the memory of the 


* 
8 * 4 


Diſciples, to look which way we will, every thing 
ſeems, deligned to bring Jesvs to remembrance. 
If we! -at Home at our own table, the bread, the 
meat, the wine brings to view the true bread, the 
meat that endures to eternal life ; the wine of c con- 
iolation. If we walk abroad, the apple - tree in- 
vites us to delight and fit down under Bis ſhadow 
and taſte 5. fruits; the vine invites us to con- 
template our union with, and nouriſhment from, ; 
fruitfulneſs in the true vine. If the wind 
rce us, and the tempeſt riſe, he is a Hiding- | 
pine from the wind, and a covert from the tem=- | 


1 75 R we. * * FOUR! riches, . 


X * 3 _ ——— 4 — * 2 —_— 
#- * 4.07 > * a ä wy n WING "IN =. "> bs , * W 
3 : % : * R > 9 
4 ” rr . 1 
N SM, 
0 5 8 IA PS. 225 * 
„ * * 
. 4 \ 
* 


— GLA; in" 20 CAA GR] Et CAGE. © A Ian 


PPTP 
4 ” ET * a ? bs at at, — * 
= N 7 


OSTER ICC BR 
F * * win n ** * 
5 4 ur og 


5 


ä TT 28 


mall we fee them but in bim | who was Fetch 6h 5 
for out ſakes became poor, that we through 


his poverty might be rich ? If upon life or 


death we do not think to purpoſe, until it carry 


our minds to him that liveth and was dead, and 
is alive forever ; who is our life, the life of our 
life, and® our hope in death. We can ſcarce 
turn our minds any where, but ſomething is cal- 
to 3 n to ee 5 


CHAPTER VI. 


* Lo RD Surrzx inflituted in n 


brance of Him who is our PEACE. 
HEN the exhortations' of the Apoſtles, 


and the excitations from other things 
to bring this Truth to remembrance have been 
brought to view, it would be a criminal zeglece 
to paſs over the token that JIxsUS CuxIsT left 
with his Diſciples, to bring himſelf and his love 
to their remembrance, in which his Jove to, and 


bis care for them was manifeſt the night in 
which he was betrayed. The Apoſtle to the Co- 


rintbions ſhews' this to be the deſign of it, when 
be ſays, He received of the Lox what he de- 
livercd to them, that the 'Lokp Jxsvs the ſame 


5 night i in which he was betrayed, took bread, and 


when he bad given thanks he brake, and ſaid, 


5 This is my body which is broken for you, this 
Addo in remembrance of me. After the fame man- 
: Ker the cups, when he had ſup are FN 


ing, This 
BY is the New-Tefitment is my "this do 
| drink 5% rimembran — How 
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often is not bere mentioned, but it appears to 


have been the practice among the firſtDiſciples on 


the firſt day of the week, and à principal defign 


of their coming together, Add, xx. 7. When 
Paul came to Treas, he tarried ſeven days, likely 


for an opportunity to ſee the Diſciples. together 


on the firſt day of the week, when they came 
together to' break bread, in remembrance of 
CnRISsT, and thereby to Thaw forth- his death. 
By this action to teſtify to all the beholders their 


faith and hope i in, and allegiance to a crucified 
Saviour. It is ſaid of the firſt Diſciples, they 


continued ſtedfaſtly i in the Apoſtles' doctrine and 
fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread. The Apoſ. 


tle ſays, 1 Cor. x. 16. The bread which we break 


is it not the communion of the body of Caz1sr x] : 


Which inclines me to think, that wherever the 


breaking of bread is ſpoken of among the firſt 


- Diſciples, after the Loxp inftituted this Ordi- 


nance, it hay particular teſpect hereunto. The tro 


Diſciples, going to Emmaus did not know him, 
til he took bread, and bleſſed, and brake, and gave 


to them. And when they had returned to Feru- | 


Jos, and found the eleven' gathered 


what things were done i in the way, | 
larly mention how he was whe 
breaking of bread, I apprehend 

Aas ii. — 5 has reſpect to bock the Lonp's Supper 


of them _ 1 


Fe, 


and their common meals; And they continued dai - 
| ly in the temple, and breaking bread from houſe 


to bar 8 : 1 their ae 8025 gladneſ: and 


N 
and they that were with them, and wid ten 


6 paſſage in | 


_ N 75 * 5 
poſe they bad free acceſs to it; but the breaking 
of bread or celebration of the Loxy's-Sup- 
per might not be admitted there, ſo 1 n | 
bread from houſe to houſe. _ | 


Any did eat their meat with oladneſs and fin- 
gleneſs of heart. Having attended the breaking 
f bread in remembrance of CHRIS, their joy in 
him, and in their ſalvation by him thus brought 
to remembrance, cauſed them to eat their com- 
mon meals with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart, 
praifing Gop. The knowledge of Carre and his 
ſalvation is the foundation of joy and gladneſs, 

raiſe and thankſgiying in the enjoyments of life 
and of ſingleneſt of heart; for where Jzzus 
Cus1sT is not known as our Lon p and Saviour 
we are looking to creatures, to broken ciſterns, to 
idols ; but the knowledge and remembrance of. 
him will cauſe us to ſay, Truly in vain is falva- 
tion hoped for from the hills, or the multitude of 
mountains: Truly in the Lonp our Gov is the 
ſalvation of his people. This view of fingleneſs 
of heart is ſtrengthened by the conſideration of 
1 Cor. x. 14, 15, 16, where the Apoſtle calls us 
off from idolatry, ſaying, I ſpeak as to wiſe men, 
judge ye what I fay, the cup of bleſſing which we. 
. bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood of 
CnnrsT ? The bread which we break is it nat the 
communion of the body of CugzisT ? The par- 
taking in them calls us 10 ſin 1 af heart, to 

lee from idolatry ; for, ſays t ſtle, v. 21, 
Te cannot drink of the cup of the oRD and the 
cup ef devils : Ye cannot be — of the 
* ren. and * table of devils, | 


An. 3 Ns he B77 


i 
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Ir may be ſuitable to inquire,to who 2 
tle directs his diſcourſe upon this ſubje@?- And 
how long the obſervation'of the Logy's-Supper is 
to continue ? It is no doubt to the church of Co- 
rintb; they were called to do this in remem- 
brance of IEsus Cur1$T : But was it they only ? 
| Chap. i. ver. 2, informs us that it was to them, 
with all that in every place call-on the name of 
Jxsus Cur18sT our Lox p; both theirs and ours. 
It is therefore expreſſly directed to all that call on 
that name, in every place, and I ſuppoſe in every 
age, as to the church at Corinth ; every one that 
worſhip God in CRRIST, which is to worſhip him 
in ſpirit and truth; every one whoſe mind is fo ſa- 
tisfied of the truth he teſtified, when he ſaid I and 
FATHER are one, as to worſhip him as the true 
 Gep and eternal life, as the firſt Diſciples did, as * 
has been ſhewn, may and ought to leck on thoſe. 
directions of the Apoſtles, as expreſily directed to i; 
them: Therefore, as long as there is a ſeed ts 
ſerve him which, ſhall be counted to the Les? 
for a generation, I think it muſt be becoming the 
| Goſpel for them thus to ſhew forth the Lokp's 
death, or come. and. declare. his. en 
which he bath done. 


Wr may now conſider how hp abe alli 

 _ tion of it is to continue. The Avoſile. lays, As 
often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye 

do ſhew the Loxrv's death til he come.  Jz$sus - 
bad then come in the fleſh ; be had come by his 
Spirit... Then it follows, that the coming the 
Apoſtle here meant was that, coming he bimſclf” 
ſpake of, when he ſaid, Fobn xiv. 2, 35 I go to pr 
yur A Paare for you 3 J will come * and teceive 

. you 


PE 8 E 
you to > wyſelf, ths where Iam ye may be allo, ; 


when, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, he ſhall come 
a ſecond time withbut ſin unto ſalvation, 


I x ſeems neceffary i to confider what we may un- 
derſtand by the Loxp's body. The not diſ. 
cerning of which in this ordinance, is what the 
| Apoſtle calls cating and So unworthily, and 
eating and drinking 18 gment to ourſelves, or 
ſelf-condemnation. Now we are exceeding apt 
in inquiring into the meaning of any thing to 
with to know the ſentiments of our favorite Author 
or Friend; and to be led by tradition: from them 3 


We are as much in danger of tradition from re- 


ſpectable characters of one denomination as of ano—-— 
ther, and therefore it is neceſſary to ſearch from 
the Scriptures of Pruth; and here I find, from 
ſome careful attention to them, the body of 
Cux19T that is to Up SURE 1 8 of in Ow 
reſpects. 1 | 
'FinsrT. Jeavs SR Gith of the I den 
; be, brake i it, This is my bedy which is given for 
this do in remembrance of me; like wiſe 
1 70 90 after ſupper. When he thus ſpeaks, I 
think it is woſt ately: to be underſtood vf the 
bread as a Sega figure of himſelf; the bread 
of life; the bread of dp which came down from 
Heaven, and giveth life unte the world; which 
bread in this Ordinance, 4S- to bs row * | 
55 remembrance of bim ; | 


Ax p [ think the moſt pla m ee * the fol 
Jowing w words, i. e. This cup is the New=Teſta- 
ment in my blood, Which i is ſhed for you, appeats 
to be that the cup of xine after ſupper is a memo- 


rial of the bloed'vf* Cunien that * 
EE e- 


Now: Tullainent and. pur it in. . whereby, 1 
inheritance is ſecure : And for this cauſe he is. the 
Mediator of the New-Teſtament, that by means of 
death for the redemption of the tranſgreſſions under 
| the firſt Teſtament, they which are called might 
receive the promiſe of eternal inheritance. __ 
| xnow ſome take the bread to be a figure of the 
body of Car1sT after this manner, that as the nu- 
merous grains of wheat in their natural ſtate are 
various in their fize, ſome large and full; others thin 
and ſmall, yet being ground together, all diſtinction 
is loſt in tlie one bread which they compoſe ; fo the 
various members of CaztsT,. who in their ſlate of 
- alienation from him might appear to glory gne over 
another, as a better character than a worthleſs 79 * 
bour, or to murmur and repine that they.could not 
1 attain a character as recommenqing to the divine fa- 
vour, as their religious neighbour had when brought 
together to the knowledge of Cun1sT, or into one 
| bread : All theſe. diſtinctions are deſtroyed, the 
deſtitute find enough in him for their juſtifica 00s | 
and the rich are brought ſo low as to need mere 125 
| I fully 


cy on a level with his deſpiſed neizhbour. 
agree that the Goſpel. thus levels the mountains and 
exalts the vallies ; that it humbles the haughtineſs 
and lays low the loftineſs of man, that the Logo 
_ alone may be exalted: According as it is written, 
He that glorieth let him glory in the Lon D; yet it 
duoth not appear 9 Cukisr had ſuch a re- 
preſentation of his and blood primarily i in view. 
becauſe he ſays, This is my body which is given /or 
don ; this cup is the New. Teſtament in my blood, 
| Which it ſhed for. you this do in remembrance of me. 
I above view of all diſtinction being loft ſeem 
ts Wn ede 10 ch. xii. * I. 3s 3 for. by one ſpirit „ 
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is being taught to c 


S r 


are we all * into one body! whether Nees or 
Bentitt, whether bond or free. Jeu and Gentile by 
one Spirit baptized into one body levels the pride 
of the Jew, and brings him in upon mere Gentile 
mercy, as faith the Apoſtle, that through your mer- 
cy they may obtain mercy, and the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of the Diſciples as being many, and one bread 


add one body, for ye are all pars: of that one 


bread ;—which brings us 
Sgconp rv. To confider thoſe of the body of 
Cur1sT, which caft'on the name of Jesus CurIst 


our Lok, who appear to be the members of his 


body ; ; of whom the Apoſtle ſays, We are members 
of his wy of his fleſh and of his bones, and of 
whom he ſpeaks, 1 Cor. x. 17. For we being ma- 


ny are one bread and one body ; for we are all par- 


takers of that one bread : And h. xii. v. 12. For 


as the body is one and bath many members, and all 
the members of that one body being many are one 


body, fo alſo is CurnsT ; for by one Spirit are we 
all baptized into one body, whether Fews or Gentiles, 
Whether bond or 71 4 That which evidences this 

Jesus Lox by the Hor v 
GHosT, or the baptiſm that ſaves us, net the put- 


ting away the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of 


good conſcience towards Bop by the reſurrection of 
Ixsus CRRIsT. The Apoſtle adds, And have beech 
all made to drink into one Spirit. Theſe pallages 
:vidently ſpeak of thoſe as the body of Cux is that 


f appear, in that character; being baptized by one 


Spirit into one body, and being made to drink into 


one Spirit certainly denotes the knowledge of Jzsvs 


c eo ar} as the only ground of hope, oy and con- 
lation; of theſe he ſays, ver. 27 be ye are 

dhe - body of * and members in * 
. © inp: 


: & % 3 
Thirdly. We find in the midſt at the Apoſtles 
Diſcourſe about this Ordinance, as he particularly 
treats of it from the 14th v. of the 1oth to the end. 
of the 11th ch. although it be expreſſly mentioned 
in but a few verſes, I ſuppoſe if the whole i interme= 
diate Diſcourſe were rightly underſtood it would: 
appear connected with this. In the midſt of this 
Diſcourſe ch. xi. 2, 3, be ſays, 1 praiſe you, Bre- 
thren, that ye remember me in all things, and. keep. 
the Ordinances as | delivered them vnto you ; but 
I would have you to know that the Head of every 
man is CnRIST : If CnRISr is the Head where are 
the members ? If he is the Head of every man, 
every man makes up the members of his body, 
which is the third - mentioned ſenſe of the body of 
CuRisT to be diſcerned. in. this Ordinance : : He 
being the Head colleQs the whole body into union. 
with himſelf; and becauſe the children were partak- 
ers of fleſh and blood he alſo himſelf took part of 
the ſame. He is the Kinſman. to whom the right of 
redemption. belongs. 1 ſo he was made under the law, 
to redeem them that were under the law. He gave 
himſelf 2 ranſom for all, taſted death. for every. 


man; when he was lift up. he- drew: all men unto. 


bim and died for all, the propitiation for the whole. 
world. Thus is accompliſhed the promiſe to, Abra: 
bam, In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of. the earth be 
bleſſed. Their being bleſſed in him denotes udios , 
they ate not ſaid to be bleſſed becauſe of him, or for 
bis ſake, but in him as united to him, as the mem 
bers to the Head; fo that his death was theirs : For 
if one died for all, then all died; and he not only 
died for our fins, but roſe again for « our Juſtification. 
la this view the body of Cunts is as extenſive a 


| * nature of which be is the Head ; hor as 
we. 


7 
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we th not yet all 7 2 put 8 "FI and thols 


who he has redeemed and for whom he died do not 
appear in character as the members of his body, but 
are led about after their. own luſts, according to the 


prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit that now 


worketh in the children of diſobedience ; yet they 

belong to him, not to the uſurper, and he will in his 
time and way aſſert his right, and bring them ts 
ſubject themſelves to him as their Owner andLog ; 


but while they know him no; and are alicnated from 
him, they cannot eat the Lok p's-Supper : Which is 
an exhortation to all them that call on the name of 

Jssvs Cyr1sT, our Lok p, who appear to be the 


members of his body; of whom we have ſpoken 
under the 2d head. 19505 have 1 attended to three 
things from the Scriptures to aſſiſt in the under- 
ſtanding of what is meant by the Lonp' £ body, 
and thus come to the inquiry, what is meant 
diſcerning the Lok p's body, which is neceſſary in 


order to prevent ſelf. condemnation in the partak- 


ing of it. Now the Lokp's body is to be diſcerned 
in each of theſe; in the bread broken in the viſable 
members of his body, and in the whole body of the 
human nature. 

Iss the bread broken is held forth the true "FED? 
from Heaven, the bread of God, be which cometh 
down from Heaven and giveth life to the world, the 
bread which cometh down, Rar Hes en, 1045 Aa 


N 


Cunrer 


f 25 1 
Cutis our Lon v meet together in one place, as hie 
worthippers, attending the breaking of bread agreea-" 


ble to his inſtitution,” and becauſe he inſtituted it. 
There we ſee 2 viſible repreſentation of the whole 
redeemed Church, which is his body, giving glory 


to him in concert with thoſe who join Ah the An- 
gels, and every creature in giving glory to wang 


Rev. v. from ver. 9th e e ee 
And when the various members fo met toge 

have a ſatisfaction of mind teſpecting thoſe with 

whom they communicate, as having their minds 


led to the chatacter and finiſhed work of CyRIsrT, 


is their excluſive ground of hope, and conductiag in 


life as thoſe that are ſenſible t ey are not their own, 


but belong to their Lon RED EEE R, and are 


obliged to glorify him in their ſpirits and bodies 


which are his, they difcern 2 repreſentation of be 
Lokp's body, and break bread in re 


of CartsT, in fervent charity among themſelves. A 
Tus Lord's body is al ſo to be diſcerned' in the 


vwhole body of human nature. Can we hear the 


Apoſtle ſay, I would have you know that the Head 


of every man is CurisT, that he is the pro ns 


for the whole world, that he taſted death | 
man. Can we hear Iss ſay repeatedly, Jobn F 


1 51. For the bread of God is he that came PILE 


from Heaven and giveth } life unto the world,” and 


the bread that I ſhall give is my fleſh, that I ſhall 
give for the life of A, world, and not diſcern the 
' whole as the body of Caxtsr, to be brought in hie 


time to knpw and own him, and yield unto him? 
Diſceraing | theLon p't body in this view, we are led 


to ſee we are to call no man common or unclenn ; 


that every one is the object of dur love and care, as 


one for whom Cantor — however their — 


appearance = 


(51) 


mee may be. Here is the ground of Joring 
- neigh bour as. ourſelves, of loving our enemies, 
oirig.good-to them that hate us, and praying for 


them that deſpitefully uſe us, that we may be chil- 4 


dten of our Father. How is that? Are we not 
| children of our Father : ? Yes ; but we do not appear 
in chatacter as his children if we don't love our ene 
mies, do good to them that hate us, and pray for 
them that deſpitefully uſe us; our Father does ſo ; 
he loved us and them while enemies, and we only ap- 
pear in character as his children when we imitate him. 
I x we attend to this Ordinance and do not diſcern 
the. Lords body, we muſt eat and drink judgment 
to ourſelves, we muſt ſtand ſelf· condemned: For 
inſtance, if we do not diſcern the Lord's body i in the 
fiſt⸗ mentioned ſenſe, do not underſtand the bread 
2 altepreſentation of his body giver for-yau, broken 
7 On” 485 it is expreſſed ; inſtead of doing this in 
remembrance of him and his love with ſatis faction 
and joy, we ſhall even there be ſeeking after fome=- 
thing to recommend us to the divine favour ; goi 
.to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs, pick 
will leave us to the anxious inquiry, What lack I 
vet? For all out righteouſneſs is 46 filthy rags, and 
do all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities as the wind 
will take us away, and ever Silappoint. and * 
us to ſelf-condemnation. 2 | 
ls wediſcern not the Lord's body i in the 2 men- 

tioned ſenie, in the viſable members of his body; 
if we partake with ſuch as give evidence in their 
_ converſation, and conduct that they are not ſatisfied 
with. the perfect work of Chrift as their only all- 
ſufficient Sen of hope, do not appear to live in 
ſubjection to his authotity as their Lord, it will 
3 circulation of charity, and we muſt 115 s 
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fe f-condemned, 29 not — to the rule Jol 
Chrift has given, in Matt. xviii. If thy brother treſ- 
paſs againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between 
him and thee alone; if he ſhall hear thee thou 
haſt gained thy brother; but if he will not hear, take 
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witneſſes every word may be eſtabliſh= 
ed: Aud if he ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it un- 
to the Church; but if he neglect to hear theChurch 
let him be to thee as an Heathen man and a Publican. 
AGREEABLE to 1 Cor. v. where the Apöſtle was 
writing of one among them that was guilty of for- 
nication, even ſuch as the Gentiles would abhor, and 
blames them that ſuch a one was not taken away 
from among them: And they are directed in mme 
name of our Lord Jeſus, when gathered together, to 
deliver ſuch a one to ſatan, for the deſttuction of the 
Heſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the 
Lari Feſus. How may we underſtand the Ap 
here? To deliver to ſatan, in order to the right un- 
derſtanding the mind of the Holy Ghoft and the A. 
oſtle. Here we may remember that theCorinebian, 
- Ephefian, and all other Chriſtian Churches were 
« thered from among ſuch, who, before they believe 
the Goſpel, walked according to the courſe of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of 
diſobedience. When the Apoſtle enumerates to the 
Cyrintbiunt the characters of fornicators, idolators, 
adulterers, effeminate, abuſers of themſeves with 
mankind, thieves, covetous, drunkards, railers, ex- = 
tortioners, which ſhall not inherit the kingdom of * 4 
God, he ſays, Such were ſome of you; but ye are 
Vaſhed, ſanctified, juſtified in- the | name of our 
| Lord Js Chry uh 0 
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No they bei ing gathered by the, Goſp:1 from 


ſuch characters, and brought to a profeſſed ſubjecti- 
on to the Goſpel of Chrzf, appeared to be delivered 
| from the power of darkneſs, and tranſlated into the 
kingdom of Chrift, but returning as the dog to his 
vomit again, to the courſes in which they had for- 
merly lived, and refuling to be teclaimed by the 
* — ſus Chrift bas preſcribed; to be uſed with 
2 muſt be put out of the Church; which 

the — le here — by delivering to ſatan, and 
I ſu means the ſame thing with, Let him be 
to thee as » Heathen. man and a Publican: But as 
hraſe delivering to ſatam may ſound as if it im- 
_ plied a curſe ſomething unſuitable to the { tit of the 
Goſpel, and unbecoming the Diſciples of the Savi- 
. eur, it is added for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that 
the ſpirit might be faved in the day of the Lord e- 
fus. This is perfectly ecable to the love one to 
another, enjoined on the Diſciples of Chris; it is a 
deſigu of love for the deſtruction of the fleſh. They 
2 uffed up, vet. 2 ; the pride. of knowledge a- 
| COR ſpel ſalvation that doth not ſubject to 
| — — — me Cirift; is the proud fleſh that maſt 
be taken away; and to negle& the preſcription for 
this muſt be attended with ſelf· condemnation, * 
lighting the great Phyſician who ditects it, and hat- 
| ing our brother in our heart, and ſuffering fin upon 
þ Where this is attended according 2 the rule 
of the word, it will always have u falutary effect fr 

the deſtruction 12 the fleſh, that the Tier may be 
ſuvxed in ibe day of the Lord aur: ee 
 16gn of the. Inſtitution, and. it 275 proſper where- 
unte the ;Pficurer ſends it, — v. 10 11. Thus 
* was in this caſe, ; as we ma 5 


In ch. . of be « lit with 


I 
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ii. 5, 6, 7. 8, and chap. vii. ver. 8, 9, 10 and 11. 


Tun Apoſile excites hereto, ſaying, Know _ 
not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump ; 3 
if this diſeaſed member be not cut off, the body is in 


danger ; purge out therefore the old leaven that ye 


may be a, new lump, as 2 are unleavened; for even 
Chrif eur Paſſover is ſacrificed for us; therefore 
let us keep the feaſt, not with old leaven, nor with 


the leaven of malice and. wickedneſs, but with the | 
unleavened b bread of fincerity and truth. 


AnD in his further explanatiqh of himſelf he ann, 7 


verſe 11. But now [ have written to you, if any 


man that is called a Brother be a fornicator, 
or covetous, or an idolater, * "or a railer, or a 


drunkard, or an extortioner, with ſuch ate one 
not to eat. I ſuppoſe he means not to eat with 


ſuch at the Lord's-Supper, the feaſt ſpoken of, 


verſe 8, which was to be obſerved becauſe 
Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacriſied for us, obſerved as a 


memorial of his marvelous work, which he has 


made to be remembered, a mendvrial of that feaſt 
which is made in Chr Jeſus unto all people, Iaiab 
xxv. 6, and on. (If it be objected this was a direc- 
tion to the Corinthian Church in the Apoſtle's day, 
not binding in our day, it need only be again ob- 


ſerved, that the Epiſtle is as expreſſſy directed to all 


that in every place call on the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, as to the Church at Crintb.) The 
feaſt ſpoken of in the 8thf verſe, and the feaſt ſpoken 
of by Peter, 2 epiſtſe ii. 13, when compared with 
each other appear to dente the fame thing, the 
character of the perſons that Peter ſpeaks of, verſe 1 0, 


is * to the NG of the perſon among the 


Cor iu- 


"4 * Y 
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1 90 1 
Corintbiant, in the forementioned 1 Cor. v. 1. It is 
reported that there is fornication among you, and 
ſuch as is not to be named among the Gentiler, 
2 Peter ii, to. Chiefly ſuch as walk after the luſts 
of uncleanneſs and deſpiſe government, the govern- 
ment of Chrift Jeſus our Lord. Thoſe, faith Peter, 
are ſpots and blemithes, ſporting "themſelves with 
their own deceivings; while they feaſt with you; 
they appeared to be thoſe that had been in the right 
way, and had eſcaped the pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour ver. 
15, 293 but whatever knowledge they had about 
the Geſpel, while they deſpiſed the government of 
Cbriſ and walked after the flech, in the luſts of un- 
eleanneſs, in joining with the Diſciples in this feaſt, 
inſtead of diſcerning the Lord's body, they only 
ſported themſelves with their own deceivings, and 
were ſpots and blemiſhes, which ht te be 

cleanſed away by the diſcipline of Chris houſe. 
1xnxow ſome ſuppoſe the Apoſtle Peter here 
ſpeak of a Feaſt of Charity diftin& from theLerd's- 
pper, which they ſuppoſe was held by the firſt 
s but I do not ſee any ſcripture-authocity 
for ſuch aview of the paſſage, nor any mention made 
of the Feaſt of Charity“ in the New-Teſtament, 
except in the 1 2th ver. of Fude,and as in my preſent 
_ Inquiries. I regard no other authority, or know no 
other rule than the, Scriptures, I think as it is 
tk, yy of thei CO of N Cbrit. to: 20 
. 2 


. "Che Feat made mention wy T's xiv." 1 2, 135 145 FA to have 
. the neareſt claim to that name; but that was not an Exboriation 
to « Chriſtiana Church, but @ direction to an individual that was 
capable of making "8 ſeait, and coughs to be ſoberly conſidered 
by e in that * as they would manifeſt "their regard 
ar word. | 
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the Feaſt that is to be kept by them, ince Chrift our 


5 Paſſover i faeribead fer ney i. e. to celebrate the Lord s. 


Supper, in commemoration of the riches of divimt 


love therein made manifeſt, with good will toall men, 


and in fervent charity among themſelves'; it appears 
to me more analogus'to the other Scriptures. To 


ſuppoſe Jade calls it the Feaſt of Charity on that 


account. Whatever the Ancients, that wrote in the 


firſt ages of Chriſtianity, have ſaid about a Feaſt of 
Charity among the firſt Diſciples, diſtin& from the 


Lord - Supper, I know not; but let it be what it 


may, to eſtabliſh any ſach cuſtom on their authority 


is to follow the traditions of men. 1 know of no 


ſuch direction in the Word, but the Diſciples are left 


at this liberty, If any man hunger, let him eat at 
home, 1 Cor. xi. 343 or if any bid you abroad and 


you are diſpoſed to go, there is liberty, in 1 Cor. x. 


27. It cannot be amiſs when Brethren of the ſame 
Church meet on the firſt day of the week; who live 


t a diſtanee, to dine or ſup together, as many of 


them as can with convenience; but to injoin it as 
an incumbent duty, binding upon Chriſtians, is to 
take away their liberty they have in Chrzf, and 
bring them under another authority, which ought 


not to be ſubmitted to by them that call Jeu, Lord. 


To proceed to conſider the third - mentioned view 


of diſcerning the Lord's body. The Apoſtle ſays, 


I would have you know that theHead of every. man 
is. Cbriſt, then every man makes « part of the body 
of Chriſt, and if the body of Chrift is not diſcerned 


in the participation of the Lord s- Supper, in this 
view we muſt eat and drink jugdment to ourſelves, 
or attend 0 it with ſelf-condemnation, .as not 


under- 


[ ge ] 

underftanding.; nat admitting the love Jeſus Chrif 
manifeſts in giving. himſelf for the life of the world, 
being a propitiation for the whole world, reconciling 
the world to bimſelf, taſting death for every man. 
If we do not admit this truth, how is it poſſible for us 
to perform the duties he requires of us? When he 
manifeited his love to us while enemies, and gives 
bs | a token to. keep it in.remembrance, he injoins 
1 upon us to love our enemies, to do good to them that 
hate us, and pray for them that Glpinefally uſe us. 


Ir we bekeve Gol hates them, dan we love them ? 


He! is love, the fountain of love; all our love muſt 


be derived from him: Cay it "Fife higher in, the 
ſtreams than it is in the fountain ? Can we pray in 
 Faich for our enemies, unleſs they belong to Chrift, 

and are the purchaſe'of his blood? Can we ſappoſe 


be would direct all his Diſciples in all ages to pray in 


this manner, if he had not laid a foundation for the 
anſwer of their prayers ? Can we pray in faith for 
ail men, unleſs we believe that God will bave all 
men to be ſaved, unleſs we believe that the one Me- 
diator of God and man, the Man Chrift Jeſus gave 
 kimfelf a ranſom for all. If he gave bimſelf a ran- 
ſom for all, then were all included. in him, and 
drawn to him When he was _ hog and 000 
death for every Wan n 


Tus Thave e to Guiled the ider f. "EA 
a W Scripture, of the body of Chi that is to be diſ- 
_ cerned in the Lord's-Supper. To take a little fur- 
ther notice of diſcerning the Lorg's body in the vi- 
ſible members of it: —lt hath been ſaid, when any 
number of thoſe that broad: on the namt of Yeu Chr; 
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our Lord, meet together in one phact ay his worſhip- 


” _ attending the breaking of bread, agreeable to 
| I 


Kon and becauſe he inſtituted t, there we 


ſee a viſible repreſentation of the whole redeemed 
Church, which is bis body, giving glory unto him, 


as Rev. v. 9. There are thoſe that hold, that in or- 


der to diſeern the Lord's body, there muſt be a plu- 


rality of Elders preſent at the adminiſtration, be- 
taufe the Apoſtle ordained Elders in every Church, 
and becuſe they ſuppoſe there was a plurality of 


_ Elders prefent at the adminiſtration of the Ordi- 
nance, in all the accounts we have of the celebra- 
tion of the Lord's-Supper in the New-Teſtzment, 
after the aſcenſion of Jeu Chrif. So that if but one 
Elder only be prefent they do not breaie bread, leſt 


they ſhould do it without diſcerning the Lord's body. 
Tnoven the Apoſtles ordained Elders in every 


| 4 Church, and I ſuppoſe it to be imitated by e 


every 
Chriſtian Church, where perſons are to be found 


| agreeing with the deſcription the Apoſtle gives of 
\ Biſhops or Elders, yet till this is the caſe there are 
things that are wanting to be ſet in order. And as 
this is not neceſſary to the being of a Church, be- 


cauſe the Elders were ordained in the Churches: and © 


therefore they were Churches previous to the ordi- 
nation of Elders in them; neither is it neceſſary in 
order to diſcern the Lord's body, for the Church is 


his body, and if a collection of Diſciples uniting in 


calling Jęſus Lord be a Church, they cepreſent his 


body. Have we not as undeniable a repreſentation of 


this matter in Matt. xviii. 20, 1 in any Church! in 
the moſt exact order on earth? If ſo, why may they 
| not break bread together in remembrance. of him, 


diſcerning 


U 
932 3 


raed 


diſcerning a repreſentation of the Lord 3 body? This 
appears to be the delign of the firſt Diſciples coming 
together on the firſt day of the week, in 48s xx. 
7. And this is the profeſſed deſign of the profeſſed 
Chriſtian Church, of which we now ſpeak,” when 
there is opportunity for it, by the preſence of a plu- 
rality of Elders ; but if one of them be detained by 
any accident the deſign is fruſtrated : Why? Is not 
Jeſus Chri/t preſent ? He ſays, Where two or three 
are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the 
midſt of them. Is he not all in all-? The firſt Diſci- 
| ples were compleat in him. Is there not danger of 
fighting him and preferring the preſence of a por 
finful mortal, and raiſipg him to a degree of impor- 
tance there is no watrant for in the word ? Whoſe 
name do the Diſciples gather togather | in on the firſt 
day of the week to break bread ? Is it in his Name, 
or in the name of the Elders ? If it be in his Name, 
he is there in the midft of them, they cannot be diſ- 
abe If it be in the name of the Elders, 
aſs! no Mone they are frequently, diſappointed. | 


Þ wien to expreſs myſelf with becoming regard 
to the Elders of a Chriſtian Church, as thoſe who 
are worthy of double honour, yet I think the exhor» 
tation. of the Apoſtle to the Colofians, chap. iv. 17, 
may warrant me to inquire if this doth not tend 
to raiſe them to a 4 * of ee not war- 
ranted by the Word. 1 


In theNew-England contin We PR of ths 


5 Mini ſter is always looked on as neceſſary to the 'cele= 
| bration of the Lord's-Supper,' ſo that if the Miniſtec 
of the Church is detained or deceaſed, an ordained - 


Miniſter — ſome other Church muſt come, or . 


elſe. 


1 


elſe they cannot break bread as the months: return 2 


It appears to me to be traditional in anne 


1 not warranted from the Word. 1% © 2 2 
| Truznz are * when they read, Do chi i in re- 


12 perſon angiy. . 1 there is a dad = of 25 


| Joins profeſſion of ſatisfaction i in the character ang 
niſhed werk of Cbriſt, as the excluſive ground 

hope, and ſubjection to his authorlty, as our 
Lon p, to ſatisfy the minds of thoſe. with whom we 
are to break bread, that it may be attended with 5 
fervent charity among themſelves, and to ſhew that 


by a profeſſed ſubjection to the Goſpel, they look, 


Ae themſelves as under the diſcipline ap iot- 
by Jeſus Cbriſt and his. e 3 n ouſe, 
bi is the Church. | } 
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AN objection i is bebte 00 4 to chis 
Ordinance from Col. ii. 20, 21, 22. Wherefore if 
be dead with Chri/t from the rudiments of the work 
hy, as tho' living in the world, are ye ſubject to 

* Ordinances after the commandments and doctrines of 
men, which _ are exharted not to o touch,” taſte” 


or 
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meats inks, and Carnal 
ordinances, until the time of reformation ; but, 
wig ett WWW eee ; Ry SIS 
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„ 
er handle? In anſwer to which it may be 
ſaid, that when Jeſus the Antitype of all the 
Fewiſh types came, he blotted out the hand- 
writing of Ordinances, and took them away, nailing 
them to his croſs. In this hand- writiag of Ordi- 
nances; were cireumciſion, meats, drinks, holy- 
days, new-moons and Sabbath- days, which tho' they 
were of divine appointment, to be obſerved by the 
Jews till they were thus took away, yet after for 


any to teach, Except ye be circumciſed after the 


manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved, was what they 
had no command for, Ad, xv. 24. And when any 


Teachers of Chriftianity laboured to take away the 


offence of the croſs from the Fews, by introducing 
Jewiſh rites among the Gentil Believers, having no 
divine authority therefor, they become the com- 


mandments and doctrines of men, which are the 


Ordinances the Apoſtle exhorts not to touch, taſte 
or handle. But the Ordinances of the LoxD's-Sup-. 
per we receive from CnHRISr and his Apoſtles, which 


3s. to continue till he rome. To this it hath been 


objected, that the Apoſtle was here ſpeaking to the 
Grntiles that were never under the Jeuiſb diſpen- 
ſation, ſo had not reference to thoſe, but to Or- 
dinances of every name. In anfwer, it may be 
ſaid, it was the Genziles that were in danger by the 
Judgizing Teachers, as we ſee by As xxv. from the 
»{t to the 32d 2. and by the Epiſtle to the Galatian 
Churches :. And the things the Apoſtle mentions in 
this chapter, are circumcifion, meats, drinks, holy- 
days, new-moons andSabbath-days, which were all 
Np to that diſpenſation, which only ſtood in 


1 drinks, and divers waſhings and carnal, 
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cher being e inge 
to come, by his/own blood he entered - one, had 


ing obtained eternal fedemption for us: That this is. 
arxtompliſhed, id hst Which is 'broughy to view in 
his Ordinaner. le ine al in bin 21 10 
__- voitaiſhal. $1 ai iisban 3 
arne, have I endeavoured to conſider this matter 
mpl from the Scriptures, as.fr e as po ſible from 
| oy wy «nd Eulthitis of ns "of ore he; and. Jr 


nomination, and another; ö upon. the; hole, 

where there are an. ep 54 0K cen or "Die 
ciples of Jesus Hk 1s T, 10 cr bathe Wi Yho pron 
felſion of 11 one Faith dh r 


felled * fob con to 
ene Lond, f 155 1 "to, bi det th al” eek mec 54 
8 together on the fi i day of the ib 0 bre 
bread one with anothel, PW remerhBbaiice' of hit 
either in the city or country, on board a — 
er on an iſland, to the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth ; xven all: that in every: glare oall an he 
Name of Jeſus Ubriſtour Lard. And while they are 
together, te 3 that watchfulneſs, and bro- 
therly love, t bay c 8 they, .arg under, peculi i. 
ar obligations, 10, tho bave n 

- them. So long as on 10850 her In Gris 


= Is 


they hav bs preſence + they have the 
b of Souls 3 - 


2 


reſence of the Great epberd and Br/l 
| b. with them, . — togetheg in his Name 


is undoubtediy, as teał a repreſentation of the re- | 


deemed Church, as is neceſſary in the obſervation o 
this Ordinance i: There were but £wo; Diſciples 
with Jeſus the firſd time be: was: knownjof- them in 


breaking of hxaadys after His teſurtection: Luke xxivs - 


zoth to 35, {Why may not one of the Brethrea lead 
uh giving. thanks: NR the "eg WE of the- broad: * And 
e 205 Ne 
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e the. order Indication a. proceed: mutually 
10 break bread, and fo again to give thanks at the 
taking of the cup z after which we read, when they 
dad Jung an hymn_ they went out. The Prayer 
that is made after, in ſome Churches, hath not its 
err in dhe Inſtitution. ; | ; 
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ny It is contrary to all Sas, to dhe 
Practice of allchurebes of 0 'every denomitation,whick 
take care to keep ſecure the! por tance of the 1225 
| Levee, of the Miniſtet or Elders, 
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To this: it — be replieduaRebthe. firſt Diſciples 
were not redeemed from tradition by corruptible 
N things as filver and gold, but by the precious bl of 
Cui. fo there is . — 3 to offer againſt theſe 
_ traditions, but the allſufficieney of the preſence © 


the et Ae wind. 'Bibep of wur ſouls. 


| Seobublr. It is contrary to the luſts of n 
: who would net chuſe to ſubmit to tho diſcipline © of 
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chr, houſe, that ſuch a united profeſſion brings 
them into, and ſo would object againſt it as taking 


away their liberty in Chris Jun. 
* en e en ct Ga 
- Is, anſwer to this it may be ſaid—If the diſcipline" 
ke ordained, by. Fe/us and his: Apoſtles, refuſing to 
ſubmit to it, brings us under ſelf-condemnatien. 
Tut. There are thoſe who from fear of ſell- 
righteouſneſs in attending an. external Ordinance, 


FEW, 


* f ” 


ſuppoſe it to be attended to not litteraly but ſpiritu- 
ally. " 2ad fay—As the Titterat eee is den 
abuſed during the corruption of Antichtiſt, and in- 
ſtead of promoting love, has promoted every thing 
contrary to it, there hath been the litteral attendance 
without the fpirit of the Ordinance. Why then may 
we not enjoy it in the ſpirit, without litteralatten» 
dance, when the Ordinance bath. been abuſed ?_ 
 _IAnswzs, I know no other way to rectify thoſe 
abuſes, but by recurring to the primitive Inftitu- 
tion, as the Apoſtle appears ta da among the Grin 
thians. We may as well refrain from external a&y 
ef benevolence to the poor and aeecffitous, as from 
the Lord's-Supper, for fear of ſclf-righteouſneſs, 
being in equal danger from the corruption of our 
hearts in ene act of obedience as another = Neither 
hath the man any more ſecurity againſt ſpiritual 
pride, who has Jeſus Cbrift brought to remembrance 
by the bread and wine which he at any time eats 
and drinks, than he which purpoſley meets with the 
Diſciples, to break bread in remembrance of him. 
IT has been undoubtedly abuſed during the 
_ eorruption ef Antichriſt 3 the very name hath 
Seen changed, and the thing with the name. The 
common nam derived from the Remars is the Sa- 
a i on X 


[(t bY 
crament, where the Soldiers took an oath of ale 
| glance to their General, The Sacrament bri 
view a Covenant chat we enter inte with r 
ſo that our minds are exereiſed about our own 
faiahfulneie and fincerity; in making and keeping . 
Oovgnant. Even at this day, When we heir any 
admitted into ſome of the Churches, we hear a 
form · of Covenant, to which they are to ſignify 5 
ſmeir conſ os, ſo unintelligible to. b -ſtanders, that | 
tlie are ready "ts. queſtion. Whether the parties, 
themſelves underſtand it 7 ' having no more ſimila- 
rity” th 'the profefion of the Faith . of the firſt. 
Chriſtine, than thefe is in profeſſing our belief 
| that a deceaſed Friend has loved us and bleſſed us 
in his laſt will, and laid us under every obligation 
forever te remember him with gratitude and j joy, 
and make his will the rule of N 3 and mak- 
ing a bargaidi, or 9 8 inte a Covenant, which 
we | have” no idea of from the New- Teſtament, 
and inflead of a Company of brit: Dilciples 
doming together to break, bread in remembrance 
of him, we find a Company of Covenar ters com- 
Ing together to a Sacrament, that 1 to bind then 
on vath-to keep the Covenant. Wh. at Covenant t 
Why divers Forms ac ording to the different Chur- 


FC hes, and none of them bearing any likeneſs to the 


firſt Diſciples believing upon evidence that Jeu 
1 the chef. What Weigl to remember * 75 
tbde Tolenin vow that is U on them, or that the cy 
Sy, Wald” themfelves | under, and if the 
1 Cobedsüt they may ab TE: the: "Ra 
* it, c, 15 Hm, * Lge 45 
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Spins : It ſeems to have neither name 1 nor thing. 
and what pitty is it that the corruption of this. Or- 
: dine ſhould be urged. for its being laid alide.. 


Tur ariginal name is. the breakiog. of | bread in 
remembrance- of Chi, or the Lorg's-Supper, and 
the literal attendance upon it is a Company of 
_ Chriſt's Diſciples united in the belief of this Truth. 
that Feſus is the Sen of God, meeting together in 
one place, to break bread i in remembrance of = 
and his leve ta us in the Legacy he hath left 
us in his laſt Will, ratified by his death, 
witneſſed in his refurretion; with all the riches of 
divine love, therein made manifeſt to us, and to the 

world, and our -unſpeak3ble obligations to him, 
to love him becauſe he firſt loved us, to love our 
enemies and 4 for them, becauſe he has loved 
them and rah for them, and enjoined it upon 
us in a word to know we are not our own, but 
bought with a price, and under indiſputable, in- 
diſpenſablo, eternal obligatiens to glorify Maße in 
our ſpirits and bodies which are bis. . 


| $onpTbING: like this appears to be the Hee 
and ſpiritual attendance en this Ordinance ; I ſee 
not how it can be litterally attended to, unleſs 
thoſe who attend it underſtand this Truth, that 
Chrift 'was given for them, that his body was bro- 
ken for them; if fo, they recognize a finiſhed 
Work, an ellſufficient Sacrifice; and ſurely they 
cannot be under ſtronger obligations to N te 
him than this lays upon them. 


| Wo” nan thought to ho; 1 Aüſtinekly t 
the littetal aud ſpiritual attendance on this Ordi- 
unc. but know not 8 to ane 'the diſtinc- 
tion, 
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tion they appear to be divinely put together,” 
and ought not bumaniy to be ON aſundec. 
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BI ISE Jesvs 1 may thy love ever dwell on 
the minds of thy "Diſciples, and every means of 
bringing it to remembtahce be improved, agreca- 
ble to thy will, for thy glory and our improvement 
in lese to thee and one another, and to all. 
men; until we come to be wah: s where TO 
art, to behold Thy ae 3%ͤ;ͤ öÖ＋ñIuLpLſf;-· -I65 


"of woULD als with an Address . — 5 
of the foregoing news, the news of ſalvation by Jeſus 
 Chriff in two Branches : —Inquiring. Is it not the 
ee duty of ery: one o hem. 


© IR. To conſider what v was the effect of the belief = 
et the Goſpel in the days of the Apoſtles, whom 
122. Cbriſi connected with bimſelf, lay ing, He that 
eareth you heareth me; and he that deſpiſeth you 
deſpiſeth me; and he that eſpiſeth me deſpiſeth 
him that ſent me? Of whom Ye/us Chriſt was 
| ſeen for forty days after his reſurrection,” ſpeaking 
to them of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
Oed: And after he had thus inſtcucted them, he 
ſent them forth to preach the Goſpel to Every ctea- 
| ture, and to teach the Believets of theit teſtimony 
to obſetve all things whatſoever. he had commanded 
them; adding, that he was with them to the end 
of the. world. N o the practice of the Apoſtles 
bus taught of bim, among the Believers of their 
_ teflimony, was to gather them i into diſtindt parti- 
cular Churches, that in connexion one with another 
_ they might enjoy the fellowſhip of the Goſpel, and 
Wach over one another, and 1 k oberem 
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this evident from the inſtances of the places where | 1 
the Apoſtles preached, recorded in the As, where, 
after their - preaching, . Churches were gathered, 'F 


Ws find Paul in the xvith of Ads, at Philips ; ® 
hee we have an Epiſtle wrote to the Saints 
at Phikpps, with the Biſhops and Deacons. oth 


In Aas xviith, at Tama; wy conſequent upon 


it we have two Epidies to the C Caucch there. 


to At; Foiith at Corinth, ; 4 There be continued. a 


| year and fix months among them : Conſequent upon 


it we have two Epiſtles to the Church at Corintb. 5 


In Hts xixth, at Epheſite, & where be ſpake 

months; and upon the diſputations' of the 
Unbelievers he ſeperated the Diſciples, diary 
daily in the ſebool of Tyrannus : And 3 
tinued. od the ia of two years. ä: on 4 
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Tuzer things being ſo, let the love of God pur 
Saviour, manifeſted in his ill that all men ſhould 
de ſaved and come to the knowledge of the Truth, 


© conſtrain the Believers of it to conſider what they 


are hereby called to, and to take heed. leſt they be 6 
led aſide from the footſteps of the firſt flacks, by 


_  . Ignorance of, inattention unto, on“ lukewarmneſß 
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ui, faid 0 the Church of Laodicea, Becauſe thou. art lukewarm, and 
©  hrither cold nor bot. I will ſpue thee out of my mouth. Lukewarm- | 
mufs is its own nature. tends in ſuch. a diſunjon a: conſequently end 
io the loſs of the appearance of the profeſſion of the name of %, 
in the place? where it pievsile, the Apoſtle to the Hebie, to guard 
dem agoinſt it, ſays, Take beed Brethren, Jeſt there be in any of 
„ you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living Gad, but 
erxhort 080; avother daily, left any of ven- be hardoed through the 
+ ©  deceirfuJneſs of lin, for we are made partakers of Ghrif, if ug held 
al the beginning of bur confidence ſledſaſt to the end. Let us hoid 
dhe proleſſion of our faith without waveriag,and let na conſider 
de other to provoke unto love and good. works, Not  forſaking 
de aſſembling of ourſelves. together, as is the manner of ſome, but 
enhorüng ove another 3 aſſembling to exhort one another id conneded 
NR fef.aks poololies of 09; Wh. and with EntcBiag, agaiut 
dea evil heart of upbelicf, in depariing from ike living. Gee, in oppe- 
fition to lukewarmneſe, 5 FROG | os * 5 — 
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Goſpel, to conſider wherein this falyation . | 
ns it teſpects our condud one to another. 


ö roach arife e The fruit of the Spirit is lobe. Now 
the ſalvation of the Go 


law: From the 8 of the fleſh, e 
fruits & the pi fit; therefore Every. thin 
| 40 the Jay of love in 25 converſation, « 
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of the Wall of God in has 2 gar Soccer e then, 
and attend thereunto. a} | 


12 „5 8 3 . LEG 


diy. It VOTRE . Believers of the 


His name is Jeſus, hy ſhalt fave his wobpler from 
4 fins: Sin is à tranſgreſſion of the law of 
love bound on the Diſciples of Ięſus Chrift's - 
The ſecond Commandment is, Thou ſhalt love thy 


neighbour. as thyſelf : Love worketh no ill io 


bis neighbour; therefote love is the. fulf ins 3 
of the aw. - e 
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ſpel eonſiſts not only ina 
deliverance from the curſe of the law, but alſoina ©} 
deliverance fram fin as it is a tranſgreſſion of. I — 


contrary 
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Name's fake, and will not remember thy fins, and 
2 any thing contrary to the Spirit of forgive- 
neſs taught by the precepts and e of 4 4 
{ 9 8 _ 1955 e T* 
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DB we 1% our Brother i in need LES ſhut up our 
* of compaſſion from him, while we realize 
the grace of our Lora Jęſus Chrift, who, though he 
was rich for our ſakes, became poor that we through 
- his poverty might be rich a who remembred us in 
i: Jow Rates for hie _— forever. 1 SAL 


Ms Dorn not the truth of the Goſpel- News WT. | 

train us with WI our hearts to bleſs Gad, even the 
| Father ? How uabedoming is it then with the 
ame mouth. upon everg prorocation, to curſe men 
who aremade e denten of Gf C 
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up the tares, deſtroy the works of the devil, take 
away the droſs from the ſilver, that there ſhall come ++ 
forth a veſſel for the finer, and that he is not only 

faithful and juſt to forgive us. our ſins, but to 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs, ought to excite - _. 
us to cleanſe ourſelves from all filthinefs of fleſh 3: 


and ſpirit, to cleanſe our way, by taking. heed. 
| tha according to the Word. | 


And by taking heed to the. Word, we. ſhall ard f 
4 tiredions. for _our conduct, in. every relation and | 
circumſtance of life, brought up to one ſingle point 
by our divine Teacher: Therefore all things what- 
ſoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do 

| yeeven ſo to them; for this is the law and the 
Prophets. This exhortation, like all others,| is A 
grounded on the manifeſtation of divine grace} a2 
is evident by being uſhered in by the word there= 
fore: If e inquire wherefore ? the connection Win 
thew : "Therefore, becauſe of the gracious wy ia * 
of your heavenly. Father; to BY good thin 


i them that aſk him : -Andas Is and the bh 
| phets are all here drawn together by the Ker 
of. Aſſemblies, rbe one Shepherd, _ ſo they are taken 


apart and parcelled out to us, in exhortations ſuited 8 

to every relation and circumſtance of life, by his 

. ,*as is expreſſed. by ons of them. With 
whoſe words I cloſe i=As know how we ex- 


hortsd, and comforted, and charged every one of 
Jou, as a Father doth hie children, that ye would 
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ttb News, from the Old- Te gament, 
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Evidences of this Truth from the New-Tefament ament ml, 21 


FECT. I. Of the Birth, . Life, Death, 4 
ond. Reſurretion of, Ixsus Enter, & 1 


EC. II. Ewidences from the Gif — =» NR} 
3 1 GnosT-.; The Spree 
The. Mirarles wrought in ( 


= 


* 
- 


the 7 Ps, .D ference in 2 them and brook 
| 9 
d our Sth 0 25 
"6 4 $33 
. , 
BW: RN 
3 NI es 5 
b A 
"2 18 * 2 . 5 . 
EL. ing . a7, e 
. : 8 oF PE 8. 5 * . 94 53, Ho 7-4 5 . 5 wa - : 
NIN 


* 
„ 
* 

4 


